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Maine Matters I A VOICE FOR LESBIANS AND GAY MEN IN MAINE I 
Maine Gays and Lesbians 
Celebrate Convention Victories 
by Fred Berger rule which says Presidential candidates should 
be allowed to receive delegates regardless of 
Maine gay and lesbian Democrats emerged whether or not they have the support of 15% 
from the party's state convention having of the total delegates voting (as the national 
achieved all their stated goals. As a result party rules require). 
four women targeted by the Maine Lesbian In subsequent convention action on Sat-
and Gay Political Alliance should be attend- urday afternoon and Sunday the caucus' 
ing this summer's national convention in position on the threshold issue prevailed, the 
Atlanta. hate violence statistics plank passed, and 
The tone for the convention was set on Noble, O'Reilly, and McCormick were 
Saturday morning, May 14, when 75 gay and elected as delegates to the national conven-
Iesbian convention delegates and a few non- tion. Sabdbh Neilan, although receiving the 
gay supporters packed a Holiday Inn confer- largest number of votes of the Jackson at-
ence room for an MLGPA-sponsored break- large candidates, was forced to accept a 
fast caucus. This first "official" gay and position as an alternate in order to maintain 
lesbian caucus was listed as an event in the the delegation's equal male-to-female ratio 
conventiou 's program. At the breakfast as required by party rules. 
MLGPA President Dale McCormick wel- The election of Noble, McCormick, and 
corned the group and outlined some of the Neilan means that there will be two openly-
GOOD WORK! 
Our Paper congratulates 
1,articipants in Symposium :XV and. 
the Pride March. 
-
Your involvement is important. 
·we hope you have a productive, stimulating, 
fun weekend. 
-0rganization 'sgoa18forthecog,~11U1o· -:,-.. .-)li-.......l~~·ilMlo-'!l(ii~ii,lii~~~~~~e~n~l~-;Ie~sgbi~an~_,..--_......._.....;,,_...~~r"ll"'W-.T""'l,_...,nr::r.rr1ac::'l:lr-".:::7mltD"IIIC't7"""111C,..~"-:c-,~~-=-----~~ ~ -
included electing four MLGP A members as alternate in Maine's delegation a e an :AI:D o=1'.CIAl:C.,U <.J wuc,u <>• 
national convention delegates, helping to convention. (Adair O'Reilly is not a lesbian 
maintain the state · party's "no threshold" although she is an active MLGPA supporter 
rule, and passing a platform plank calling for and served as chair of Barb Wood's City 
"the maintaining of statistics on crimes of Council campaign.) 
violence committed or motivated by hate or Because the convention voted not to sup-
prejudice." port the national party's 15% threshold rule, 
McCormick introduced the four women there is a chance that Maine's delegation 
seeking national delegate slots: Sandy Noble, may not be seated at the July convention. 
Jackson Second Congressional District can- Most at risk are the seats of uncommitted 
didate; Adair O'Reilly, uncommitted First delegatesO'ReillyandMcCormicksincethe 
Congressional District candidate; Sadbdh uncommitted delegates at the convention 
Ne.ilan, Jackson at-large candidate; and Dale made up only 12% of the total delegates 
McCormick, uncommitted at-large candi- present. However, between now and July 
date. McCormick and others then explained state party officials will be negotiating with 
the "no threshold" issue. Delegates were the national party to insure that the entire 27-
encouraged to support the current state party person Maine delegation will be seated. 
Barb Wood Wins 
by Fred Berger 
Barbara Wood, Maine Lesbian and Gay 
Political Alliance steering committee mem-
ber and former Our Paper collective mem-
ber, was elected to the Portland City Council 
on May 3. WoodoutpolledincumbentDanny 
Lee by nearly 1,400 votes and won in almost 
all of the city's 28 precincts. Wood 's victory 
was a surprise to many, including Councilor 
Lee who did not campaign seriously to retain 
his seat. 
Wood says that she was not surprised by 
her victory. Although a newcomer to city 
politics, she says she was able to reach people 
in a short time. "We got our message across 
and people responded. They believed in what 
we were saying," she said after the election. 
Wood says she realized that she would do 
well or win during the final weekend of the 
campaign when she talked to voters at area 
supermarkets. "I talked to a <;ross section of 
people and they were all favorable. That's 
when I knew", she said. 
A core group of ten committee members 
and nearly 100 other volunteers fueled the 
Wood effort. In ju~t a few weeks they were 
able to mail out hundreds of fundraising 
letters, mail campaign letters to over 10,000 
potential voters, deliverover 20,000 flyers to 
about two-thirds of the city ' s house:10Ids, 
and blanket the city with "Wood For Coun-
cil" signs. The Wood committee was also 
able to raise over $9,000 in contributions. 
It was Wood's fundraising .ability which 
created some morning-after controversy. In 
an article in the Portland Press Herald, Danny 
Lee claimed that he lost because Wood had 
"Democratic party leadership help from 
Augusta down" and "a lot of money from 
outside the city, outside of the state." 
Although she did have campaign support 
from a cadre of young Democratic party 
activists, Wood received no funds from the 
party itself. She received only one campaign 
contribution from a major Democratic poli-
continued on page 12 
Discrimination Under the Maine 
Human Rights ~d 
by Susan Farnworth 
The Maine Human Rights Commission 
had formally opened six cases involving 
AIDS-related discrimination complaints as 
of May 12, 1988, but those six cases repre-
sent "only the tip of the iceberg'' says Frannie 
Davis. Frannie Davis is the Compliance 
Officer for the MHRC and she i's the 
Commission's in-house expert on AIDS. 
"Many, many people call me to ask about 
their rights under the human Rights Law and 
from talking with them I know that many 
more people have experienced AIDS-related 
discrimination than the number of cases 
suggests," she explained. 
Often people decide not to file a com-
plaint with the Human Rights Commission 
even though they have clearly been discrimi-
nated against. When asked why this is, Fran-
nie said that there are all sorts of personal 
circumstances involved in such decisions, 
inclluding personal health and finances. Of 
particular concern to her were the cases where 
people want to do something about unlawful 
actiions taken against them, but aren't aware 
of their rights or of how to pursue them. 
The Maine Human Rights Act contains · 
the following language on the subject of fair 
employment: 
"The opportunity for an individual to 
secure employment without discrimination 
because of race, color sex, physical or mental 
handicap, religion, age, ancestry or national 
origin is recognized as an declared to be a 
civil right." 5 MRSA, Section 4571. 
Based on this language, it is illegal in 
Maine to fire people because they have AIDS 
or because people may think they have AIDS. 
This is so because the Maine Human Rights 
Commission has taken the position'that AIDS 
is a "physical handicap" within the meaning 
of the law. Therefore, the law prohibiting 
discrimination in employment applies to 
persons with AIDS and to persons perceived 
to have AID'S. Similar provisions of the 
Maine Human Rights Act also prohibit dis-
crimination on the basis of physical handicap 
with respect to housing, public accommoda-
tions, and educational programs. The federal 
government and most states which prohibit 
discrimination based on physical handicap 
have adopted the same policy with respect to 
A.IDS. 
Mary Bonauto is an attorney with the 
Portland law firm ofMittel and Hefferan and 
has represented clients in AIDS-related cases 
before the MHRC. She noted that the Human 
Rights Commission is only one of the op-
tions available to people subjected to unlaw-
ful AIDS related discrimination. Filing a 
complaint with the Human Rights Commis-
sion does represent a. choice and before 
making that choice people should be aware 
that there are risks involved and other things 
to consider. For example, I) there is some 
potential loss of confidentiality; 2) it is pos-
sible that they could lose; 3) the law is not 
going to fully solve all of the problems caused 
by the discrimination; and 4) no amount of 
money can fully compensate them for how 
they feel as a result of what was done to 
them." 
"But," Mary added, "despite all these 
continued on page 5 
Difficult Times for Our Papet· . _· ·. ·. ~- -.· ~··_· 
Leadership Needed. 
Our Paper needs enthusiastic, committed peQple wiiling to '_take leader-
ship as members of the collective and to tiU the _positions of. ne~s 'coordina-
tor' features coordina~or' arts & entertainment. coor~in~tor ,. ari_d _layout 
coordinator. . . 
Several of us have been at this a very long time an~ .mqst. move on to 
other, equally exciting and worthwhile endeavors .. 
But our time, energy, and commitment must be-replaced. Otherwise, 
Our Paper won't be able to continue past the July -issue. 
We, of course, always want more writers, photographers, layout volun-
teers, and graphic artists. And we hope you will come forward, too. 
But for the paper to survive and thrive, we need people who want fo be 
collective members -: the movers and shaktrs, the decisionmakers. 
Those of us who are leaving will very actively assist in the transition. We 
will share with you what we know (and what we don't know). So, don't 
worry about being thrown into a pit and forgotten. 
.. This change in· the membership of the Our Paper collective can mean an· 
exciting and challenging growth spurt for the newspaper and for the 
individuals remaining. 
We hope you will join us in a meeting to decide Our Paper's future on 
Tuesday night, June 7, at 7 p.m. at 9 Deering Street in Portland. (Walk to 
the back of the building and enter the back door. Our office will be the first 
on the left. You'll hear our animated voices.) 
i ~-------LEITERS ______ ~I 
Dear Our Paper, 
I came away from reading the May issue 
of Our Paper incredulous and upset. 
. First, in the excellent front page article on 
Maine's AIDS legislation, Brenda Buchanan 
states that HIV "is the virus thought by many 
to be the cause of AIDS." "Thought by 
many?" How this fine writer could buy into 
the pseudo-scientific posturings of Dr. Peter 
Dues berg ( who is currently championing that 
HIV is.not the cause of AIDS) is astonishing 
given her history of reporting on AIDS. To 
deny that HIV is the causative agent for 
AIDS is absolutely ludicrous. (See the article 
by the premier AIDS reporter, Ann Giudici 
Fettner, in the April 28-May 4 issue of Bay 
Windows on Duesberg meeting with re-
nowned AIDS researchers to learn just what 
a crackpot"this guy really is.) 
Second, the bullshit commentary by Gil-
lian Gatto makes me glad that she will not re-
produce. And to print her hateful remarks on 
the same page as Cameron Duncan ' s testi-
mony is a disgrace to him and all people with 
AIDS. Nothing ever printed in Our Paper has 
pissed me' off more. 
For Our Paper to print remarks that AIDS 
" is· a disease of choice" and to deny that HIV 
is the causative agent is so distressing and 
. damaging. This issue of Our Paper was like 
reading the tracts handed out by Paul 
·Cameron. 
Disappointed, 
Gary L. Anderson 
. Dear Our Paper, 
: On Sunday, May 8, 1988 the Underground 
Disco held and AIDS Benefit with proceeds 
going to the Maine Health Foundation and to 
the PW A Coalition of Maine. The show was 
a tremendous success with a great deal of . 
local talent participating. On behalf of the 
PW A Coalition of Maine and the Maine 
Health Foundation I would like to give our 
sincere thank you to Randy Scott of the 
Underground Disco and all participants in 
the show for their time, effort and support for 
people with AIDS in Maine. Due to such 
efforts, persons with AIDS in Maine find the 
quality of life for them enhanced over other 
. page 2 OUR PAPER 
individuals in other areas of the country. 
Unfortunately, as our numbers increase so 
must our efforts. The challenge continues. 
Once again, thank you to the staff of the 
Underground Disco and members of the cast 
of Sunday ' s benefit. 
Bert LeClair 
To the Collective: 
On Thursday, April 20th, the television 
show "Heartbeat" (about a women's health 
clinic) was taken off the air and replaced by 
a Clint Eastwood western in which he rapes 
two women and murders a bunch of men. We 
watched something else that evening. 
Normally I wouldn't take my objections 
about a TV schedule so far as to write a letter 
about it, but the subject matter of"Heartbeat" 
that evening was to concern a lesbian coming 
out at work and attempting to work out her re-
lationship with a soon-to-be-married daugh-
ter. 
I called WMTW's Program Mariager 
Bernie Aiello who was responsible for the 
decision. He claimed that the Eastwood movie 
had been paid for and needed to be aired. 
Bµt why take a new network show, espe-
cially in the midst of writer's strike re-runs, 
and supplant it with a fifteen year-old west-
ern? Why not play it_ at 2 a.m. with the rest of 
the old movies? This doesn ' t seem to make 
much sense. 
Aiello contends that . no discrimination 
was intended, but the lack of cogent explana-
tion on his part and my own gut reaction 
makes ·me 'vittually certain th~t, ~MTW 
censored "Heartbeat." · · ·' · 
If you wish to ask questiqns or registc:;r ob- . 
jectionsr call. Bernie Aiello (Program Man-
ager) or Al Ritter (General Manager) at 774-
2100. 
Thanks, 
Perry Krasow 
Dear Our Paper, 
Another headline for Bull's article on page 
two of the April issue c_ould h_a~e · ~eri:: 
"Statue's Erectio"ri Observed fn Pof!land." 
Larry Dansinger 
' 
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monthly by the OUR PAPER Col- . and Subscriptions Coordinator 
lective, P.O. Box 10744, Portland, Bruce Smith, Graphics and Maine 04104. The purpose of 
OUR PAPER is to serve as a Design Coordinator 
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Maine. We wish the newspaper 
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for members of the lesbian and Rick Bourque gay men's communities. We want Troy Kimball 
the paper to reflect ol'r diversity 
as well. CONTRIBUTORS 
EDITORIAL POLICY 
Bernice Harrington 
Betsy Miller 
We will consider for publication Bill 
any material that broadens our Brian Crabtree 
understanding of our lifestyles Cathy Jessup 
and of each other. Views and Christine Torraca 
opinions appearing in the paper Connie Pelkey 
are those of the authors only. David 
We request that all material Doug 
submitted be signed and include Gary Anderson 
an address and/or phone number Gillian Gatto 
so we can cpntact the author if H'Alan 
editorial revisions need to be Holly Valero 
considered. We reserve the right Jerry Banner 
to edit unsigned material as Joan Murphy 
necessary. Within the pages of Jo Ellen Yale 
the newspaper, articles can ap- Judi 
pear anonymously, upon request, Kathy Holzer 
and strict confidentiality will be Keith Ostertag 
observed. No revisions or rejec- K.M. 
tions of signed material will occur K.Raub 
without dialogue with the author. Lynnsey 
Even though our editorials are Marcello 
initialed, they represent the Michael Rossetti 
opinion of all collective members. Miles Frieden 
We welcome and encourage P.A. Sass 
all our readers to submit material Pat ··. ,. 
for publication and to share your Patrick 
comments, criticisms and positive Paul Groves 
feelings with us. Remember, OUR Penny Rich 
PAPER is Your Paper!!! Deadline Peter 
for each issue is the 10th of the Peter Allen 
month. Peter C. 
Peter L. Chandler 
SUBSCRIPTIONS Rae Harkins 
Subscriptions are $12 for one R.J. Bass 
year (12 issues), $20 for two Sadabh Neilan 
years and $25 for three yE;lars. Sally DeBor 
Make checks payable to OUR Susan Farnsworth 
PAPER . . Susan Nadeau 
Susan Reed 
OUR PAPER PEOPLE 
Tom Hagerty 
Theresa 
THE COLLECTIVE Tina Phillips 
Fred Berger, Business Manager Trisha Kehn 
Vivian Wadas 
Diane Elze, Features 
Coordinator 
ADVERTISING SALESPERSON 
Rob Williams, Advertising 
Coordinator Pam Gordon 
Our Paper deadlines for the July issue: 
• articles, announcements, calendar 
• advertising 
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANTS 
The Congress Building ~ 
1.42 High Street, Suite Six Twenty.four , · 
Portland, Maine 04101 ~
(207) 772-0664 .  
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Dear Our Paper, 
I was re~ently contacted by Cumberland 
York Distributors for Coors Brewery Com-
pany. Coors Brewery wished to have a meet-
ing with gay bar owners of Maine. Tom 
Robinson of ijlackstones and myself gra-
ciously attended, though having ~any con-
cerns, as we felt it was a sincere effort on the 
part of Coors Brewery. Present at the meet-
ing were: Randy Scott, . Underground; Tom 
Robinson, Blackstor.es; Bert LeCiair, PW A 
Coalition of Maine; Jim Skillings, Vice-
President and General Manager Cumberland 
York Distributors; Dave Perry, Coors Brew-
ery sales representative for New England; 
. Rusty Jackson, Coors Brewery New Eng-
landsales regional manager; Kathy Lucerno, 
Coors Brewery community relations depart-
ment representative. 
Conversation was quite candid with all 
parties concerned. Tom Robinson of Biack-
stones questioned Coors represen~tives as 
· to the reasons for their recent turnaround in 
philosophies and hiring practices. Ms. 
Jackson responded, that she felt that Coors 
was not making an "about face" in policies, 
but saw a continuation of a commitment to 
working with minorities which has been mi s-
represented by the union. She feels Coors has 
chosen to organize a major drive to publicize 
their version of policies and community ac-
tivity. Ms. Lucerno of Coors added that the 
company very much wishes to work with the 
gay community in New England but needed 
its input as to how they can best support the 
gay community. Coors representatives gave 
examples of a recent AIDS benefit they 
sponsored in New York and an up-coming 
benefit concert featuring Dionne Warwick in 
Washington D.C., also to raise funds for 
AIDS. Money has also been donated -for 
AIDS research and in Boston Coors is work-
ing with Mr. Ray Tiebman of the gay com-
munity on setting up a fund for local social 
problems which gay individuals would have 
access to. Last but not least, was the sponsor-
ship of a charity bartenders contest in Wash-
ington D.C.. 
Ms. Jackson was open in stating that Coors 
is soliciting gay accounts and has seen some 
progress in the Boston area since the boycott 
was suspended, but conti11ues to see a "per-
ception problem" with retailers. Concerns 
that there would be a backlash from the 
straight community, due to Coors con~but-
ing to AIDS were discussed with Coors re-
sponding that, as AIDS is an "across the 
boarcr health problem, they did not foresee 
backlash as an issue. 
Tom Robinson ofBlackstones and myself 
both recommended that Coors take out ad-
vertisements in Our Paper similar to those in 
Bay Windows, educating the public as to the 
lifting of the boycott, personnel policy 
changes and philosophies. It was also recom-
mended that Coors sponsor individuals to 
view the Names Project when it is exhibited 
in Boston and, last but not least, share their 
expertise with fund raising. On a closing note 
the Coors representatives have agreed to 
sponsor a high profile concert in Maine with 
proceeds going to the Maine Health founda-
tion and the PW A Coalition of Maine. 
In a good faith effort, T«?m Robinson of 
Blackstones and myself have agreed that in 
the not too distant future we will promote and 
sell Coors beer 'in our establishments and 
hope that other Maine gay establishment 
follow suit. Further dialogue will be forth-
coming and we will keep )!OU informed. 
If you have any further questions please 
feel free to contact myself or Tom Robinson 
of Blackstones. 
Sincerely, 
Randall T. Scott -
· Dear Our Paper: 
What a good picture of Cris Williamson 
in the Our Paper, April edition page 17! 
Great big smile, with that cute glitter in 
her eye. 
Where was that Cris Williamson on April 
2nd at 8PM? I can tell you she was not 
performing at the Uni~iiO Church in Port-
land. The Cris we saw was old (not necessar-
ily in chronological years) and tired. So tired, 
that she even told us herself, twice in fact. 
Now don't go thinking I'm a critic of 
women's music. I love women's music. I 
love women' s music even when women's 
music is not good. I had a very nice time at the 
concert, the audience was wonderful, every 
woman there seemed warm and caring. The 
energy from these (our) women made this 
' . ~ . . ~ 
particular concert worthwliile.: In fact, if it · ·. 
had not been for the warmth of our Maine 
Women the Williamson/Fure concert could · 
have been ~ real bQmb. l say ~is becau~e. 
Cris herseff admitted she was tired. "Ifi have 
to get on·one 'more"plane", "y~s!' one more. 
plane" Tret added: And then she said "Yeh; 
we were pretty tired tonight but, you have 
really been a ·great audience: " · · ' · · · 
Well, I hate to be repetitious but who isn' t 
tired? I work full time imt'very stressful and 
demandingjob. I own an old house that needs 
constant work. Add the car, the cat, and the 
bills and so on. Who isn't tired and stressed 
out this time of year. 
I guess I don.'t want to pay to hear how 
tired someone is. I adore Tret Fure and have 
both her albums, I have loved Cris William-
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Swell food to beneflt a swell newspaper 
son for many years, and have all her albums 
and her CD. But since the concert something 
that Cris said keeps coming.back to me over' 
and over again: "If you have outgrown 
women's music for some reason, or maybe 
you just don't need it any more then pass it on 
to someone who does." · 
I wonder if maybe Cris has all but out-
. grown women's music or maybe she's just 
grown tired of it and should 
. just pass it lln. 
\ 
Sincerely, 
Alex Alan 
A true fan of all women's music 
PS. Cris and Tret . . . .see you in 
Boston 
OUR PAPER page 3 
Greetings From Emporia 
by P.A. Sass 
"Lesbian couple with animal family seeks 
rural rental housing . ,: " 
I liked the way it looked, clean and direct 
in its little box. We had placed the classified 
as a proactive approach to finding housing in 
a distant metropolis. Having selected a re-
spected gay paper in which to advertise, we 
confidently sat back and awaited a flood of 
responses. 
What we got was hate mail from Emporia, 
Kansas. 
The entire undertaking began with a de-
gree of reservation. Maine was horn,· though 
we had only arrived four years earlier. At the 
time, we decided to forsake the competition 
and congestion of the Northeast Corridor for 
the quality of life which we believed we 
could find in Maine. (Sound familiar?) Now, 
quality of life was again at issue and could 
only be resolved by a short term move to a 
city on the eastern seaboard. So, we wrote the 
ad and began to pack. 
On a grey day in early March, I engaged in 
a daily ritual of small town Maine - visiting 
the local post office. I approached our box, 
· key in hand, with a small smile of anticipa-
tion. Today could be the day. The perfect 
house was just an envelope away. 
The miniature door swung open revealing 
the usual cram of journals, advertisements, 
bills and assorted reading material. I tugged 
out an armful and turned to the sorting table. 
Pitch .pitch . Envelopes and 
circulars did their graceful nosedive into the 
waiting wastecan. Keep . .hmmm, 
what's this? I paused over a postcard, plain, 
save for a small colored· sketch of men in 
wigs signing the U.S. Constitution. The card 
was addressed to Boxholder and displayed a 
handwritten return address in the upper left 
hand comer. It read, in part, Emporia, Kan-
sas. 
Curious, I flipped the card. 
I don't know how long I stood there read-
ing its jagged scrawl over and over and over. 
I can ' t be reading this right. Perhaps if I read 
more carefully, or more slowly, or if I read 
more quickly, maybe the words would rear-
range to convey something other than this 
threatening message. But, no matter what I 
tried, the words remained riveted in place, 
cemented with hate. 
I can no longer quote verbatim, but the 
phrases "bum in the lake of fire", "the wages 
of sin are death": , and "homosexuality, a per-
version" remain with me. Again and again I 
searched this pseudo-biblical rambling for 
any resemblance to the life I live. There was 
none - a clear case of mistaken identity. 
This has happened to me before. At the 
most recent round of hearings for inclusion 
of sexual preference into the Maine Civil 
Rights Act, the Bill's opponents paraded 
before us a list of appealing behaviors which 
purportedly typify "the gay lifestyle." I sat 
there stunned - who were these people 
talking about? 
My partner and I love each other beyond 
words. We share a commitment which brings 
us great joy. Our home is filled with warmth, 
color, and the presence of those we'll love. 
We have, for all of our adult years and then 
some, endeavored to make this planet a better 
place for everyone. There is absolutely noth-
ing about us that could inflame hatred. Yet, 
those people in Augusta hated us and so does 
this stranger _from the Midwest. (Even so, 
1,700 miles seems a long way to go to find a 
f TTTTTTTTTTTTT TTTTTTTT T TTT T T TTTTTTTTTTTTTTi 
~ SEPARATION and "DIVORCE" 
~ creates personal and painful conflicts. ~: 
~ MEDIATION 
~ works through the conflict to create 
~ acceptable solutions. 
~ 
~ 
~ 
JACQUI CLARK, Trained Mediator 
(207) 993-2518 
~ Call to discuss the appropriateness of 
~ mediation ,for your situation. 
~ 
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At some point, I became aware that my 
fellow postal patrons were puzzled by my 
trance. Holcfing_the postcard in my left hand, 
I grabbed up the remaining mail with my free 
arm and headed for the 'car. Once inside, I 
cast the card onto the dash, placing every-
thing else on the seat beside me. I stared at the 
caret. I didn't want to take it home. I didn't 
war1t it in my house. You're being irrational 
- I don't care. Frightening half-thoughts 
shot through my brain. Could the ink be 
poisoned? Would "they" alert the Christian 
Civic League who would come to our home? 
Maybe this was just the beginning of a daily 
harassment-by-mailcampaign.Icouldn'tface 
it. 
After fifteen years of social activism (not 
counting the black armband I wore in high 
school on Moratorium Day), you'd think I'd 
be used to intimidation. But, I must be out of 
practice. I was SHOOK - strange word, right 
feeling, an assault to the core of one's being, 
an involuntary, unforeseen shift in the center 
of your universe. · 
· Damn him, her, them. Damn them. How 
dare they? Who was this? I snatched the card 
and stared hard at the return address. · 
My fingers drummed the steering wheel. 
Buddy, this time you picked the wrong 
woman. I jerkeq, the old Nova into reverse. I 
am not about to be·an accomplice to my own 
oppression. That's what you're counting on, 
isn ' t it? that I'll fell ashamed because you 
wrote your poison on a postcard for all to see? 
that I'll be frightened · and pull back into 
myself and away from my lover? Not a 
chance. 
I sped home, pulled into the driveway and 
hit lthe door of the house at a run. Grabbing 
the phonebook and the phone, I crash landed 
onto the floor. This felt good, right and 
familiar. I was remembering how to advo-
cate only this time I was doing it for myself. · 
"Hello, I'd Jike to speak with the Postal 
Inspector concemfog
1 
misuse of the mail." 
With controlled intensity, I outlined the 
afternoon's events to a man I can only as-
sume was the Postal Inspector. The conver-
sation did not go well. At one point, I had to 
ask him why he was getting agitated when I 
was the one who was being harassed. He 
replied that he was not agitated and I was not 
being threatened (burning in the lake of fire, 
notwithstanding). Apparently, there. are 
numerous regulations governing harassment 
by mail none of which applied in this situ-
ation. Okay, this isn't working. Thank you. 
' 
As I returned the receiver, I was planning 
my next move. In this area, we call the 
Sheriff's office for a myriad of problems. 
They don ' t always have solutions, but they 
always have opinions. This time was no 
exception. I spoke with the dispatcher who 
forwarded me to a deputy who spoke with his 
supervisor and then to me. Consensus was 
that maybe the postmistress would have a 
form to protect me from receiving mail from 
"kooks". (Particularly "kooks" from Kansas. 
You know how we feel about "out-of-staters". 
Kansas isn't even in New England.) 
Initial confusion at the p.o. There might 
be a form, but where? After speaking with 
the Deputy, I had immediately returned to the 
post office. Just before I approached the 
counter, I paused. If they didn't know before, 
they sure were going to know now. We enjoy 
a cordial nod and smile relationship with our 
postal employees. It is a pleasant benefit of 
small town living. I'd be sorry if it changed, 
but being well liked is no substitute for self-
respect. Bring on the forms. 
Title 39 United States Codes, Section 
3008 Form 2150 - "authorizes the Postal 
Service to issue a prohibitory order against 
any mailer who sends you an advertisement 
for any matter which you in your own discre-
tion believe to be erotically arousing or sexu-
ally provocative." 
Okay, not exactly what we've got here, 
but as close as we're going to get. The Post-
mistress says go for it, what do you have to 
lose? What, indeed? 
Time has passed. People at the post office 
still smile (thank you). The Christian Civic 
League has not appeared at our door, and 
Emporia, Kansas has either lost our address 
or just maybe, has heard from the United 
States Postal Service. I am relieved, though I 
still mentally prepare myself each time I 
swing open the door to our postbox. 
· I smile in satisfaction at my fantasy of 
Emporia, Kansas opening an official notice 
from the United States Postal Service order-
ing them to cease and desist. Emporia, Kan-
sas. is shocked and a tiny1 aw-abiding fear 
creeps into his prejudicial heart. He 'II never 
write another threatening postcard with such 
impunity. 
Of course I'll never know. That's okay 
because this experience is clearly a case of 
the process being as important as the result. 
I defended myself, my family, and my way of 
life. And I did it in a manner of which I can 
be proud. 
Are you listening, Emporia, Kansas? 
SECOND ANNUAL 
MAINE PRIDE MARCH 
Saturday, May 28, 3:00 p.m. 
' 
City Hall Plaza 
389 Congress Street, Portland 
Discrimination 
continued from page 1 
considerations, the Maine Human Rights 
Commission does give people a way to re-
dress a wrong, to say ' No, I don ' t have to take 
this ' and to get some measure of personal 
vindication for something done to them that 
is not their fault. A human rights complaint 
may also result in some compensation for the 
loss of insurance coverage that ultimately 
flows from loss of a job and in a good 
recommendation from the employer to help 
with one 's future employability. So, it can be 
an incredibly important option for some 
people." 
Under the law, people who believe that an 
unlawful action has been taken against them 
have six months to file a complaint with the 
Maine Human Rights Commission alleging 
a violation of the Human Rights Act. How-
ever, most people call the Commission soon 
after the incident occurs, according to Fran-
nie Davis. She highly recommends calling as 
quickly as possible. 
She observed that a person who calls for 
information can ask all kinds of questions 
without giving any names and without filling 
a specific or formal complaint. Examples of 
unlawful acts that would be cause to file a 
complaint are: being fired because of testing 
HIV ·positive or being denied a job or an 
apartment because one is perceived to have 
AIDS. 
Some of the reasons for filing a complaint 
with the Commission !nclude: I) you have a 
right not to be treated in violation of the law, 
and filing a comi,Iaint is a way provided by 
the law for you to enforce your right; and 2) 
filing a complaint could result in getting a job 
you were denied, getting a job or an apart-
ment back that you were i mproperly termi-
nated from, or getting some form of compen-
sation (including back wages and civil penal 
damages of up to $1000) for the wrong that 
was done to you. 
It is very good to keep notes if you are 
being subjected to AIDS-related discrimina-
tory treatment. Make a note of all incidents · 
related to the unlawful behavior by your 
employer, apartment owner, etc. Especially 
keep track of the dates of relevant conversa-
tions and note who talked to whom. Such 
records may help to speed up the investiga-
tion process and can help a great deal in 
validating the facts related to your com-
plaint. 
People subjected to AIDS-related dis-
crimination may get help in the form of either 
further general information on legal rights or 
referral to a sympathetic and competent at-
torney by calling the Maine Civil Liberties 
Union at 774-5444. The MCLU is located at , 
97 A Exchange Street in Portland. 
People considering filing an AIDS-re-
lated complaint with the Maine Human Right'> 
Commission should also take advantage of 
Frannie Davis' expertise in this area and call · 
her first (289-2326) to talk generally about 
what the process involves. 
For one thing, she says it is essential that 
people understand the lack of confidentiality 
inherent in the Human Rights Commission 
process. Once a complaint has been put on 
the Commission 's agenda for action by the 
Commission or once the case is resolved by 
agreement, then -the nam~s of the person 
complaining, the person or business com-
plained about and the general statement of 
the actions complained about become rec-
ords which can be inspected by the public. A 
case can be resolved by two different types of 
agreements and the amount of confidential- · 
ity will vary depending on which type Qf 
agreement is reached. 
The terms of a settlement agreement 
remain confidential, but the terms of a con-
ciliation agreement are public. The differ-
ence between the two types of agreements is 
one of timing. That is, "settlement agree-
ment" is what the Commission calls a case 
resolution reached before the Commission 
gets involved and "conciliation agreement" 
is the term for a case resolution reached at a 
later point in the process. Things that are said 
and done in the process of conciliation of a 
complaint are kept confidential although the 
agreement itself is not. 
Once a complaint has been filed, the matter 
is assigned to an MHRC staff member for 
investigation and fact-finding. After the staff 
person issues fact-finding recommendations, 
the case is put before the Maine Human 
Rights Commission for action. Often the 
case is settled at the fact-finding or before 
action by the Commission. 
The Commission then decides whether or 
not it believes reasonable grounds exist to 
support a finding that unlawful discrimina-
tion has occurred. Again, after such action by 
the Commission, cases are often settled. For 
those cases still unresolved and in which the 
Commission found that reasonable grounds 
exist to support a finding of unlawful dis-
crimination, the next step is that the Commis-
sion may go to Superior Court on behalf of• 
the complainant to enforce the Human Rights 
Act or the person may go to a private attorney 
for further action. 
Of the six cases which have been formally 
filed with the MHRC, four have been closed, 
one is at the conciliation stage and one is still 
being investigated. Of the four that are closed, 
three were resolved by settlement agreement 
and therefore the terms of the agreements are · 
confidential. 111e fourth case, of the AIDS-
related cases that have been closed, was 
resolved by conciliation agreement and the 
terins of that agreement are public. 
The one AIDS-related case whic!t was 
resolved after a finding of reasonable grounds 
by the Commission and through conciliation 
involved complaints that a male hairdresser 
was unlawfully fired due to the employer's 
perception that the employee had AIDS and 
that the employer retaliated against the 
employee for filing a complaint with the \ 
MHRC by giving 
1
the employee bad refer-
ences. The Commission did not find for the 
employee on the AIDS-related statements, 
but did find that the employer had unlawfully 
retaliated. The conciliation agreement pro-
vided for payment of $500. to the employee, 
a neutral job reference from the employer 
and included a non-retaliation provision. 
When contacted by OUR PAPER, the com-
plainant in the case said he felt the MHRC 
staff handled the matter well and were very 
fair. He had not agreed with the findings, of 
course, but accepted them and urged others 
who feel similarly wronged to use the MHRC 
process to get some redress. He did not retain 
an attorney and the process did not cost him 
anything. "It does take a long time though," 
he added. 
In the six cases which have been filed to 
date with the MHRC, the process has taken 
from a minimum of four months to a maxi-
mum of over IO months. This is based on the 
· length of time between intake date and the 
date cases have been closed. However, Fran-
nie Davis says the Commission will make 
every effort to expedite AIDS-related cases. 
Three MHRC AIDS-related cases have 
been resolved by settlement agreement and 
so the terms of the settlements remain confi-
dential. One of those cases involved a charge 
that the employee was fired when his em-
ployer learned of his HIV status. Another 
involved a clai.m that a job was denied when 
the prospective employer learned of the 
applicant 's HIV status. The third involved an 
I MAINE MATTERS 
Poppers Banned 
As of May 20, the possession or sale of 
"poppers" is illegal in Maine. In its recent 
session the Maine legislature made the pos-
session of butyl nitrite or isobutyl nitrite a 
civil violation with a fine of up to $200 - the 
same as marijuana possession. Selling the 
substances is now a Class D crime with a 
maximum sentence of a $1,000 fine and one 
year in jail. 
The original legislation introduced by Sen. 
Paul Gauvreau of Lewiston addressed only 
sale to minors, but the. Human Resources 
Committee expanded the legislation to in-
clude adults. The bill passed unanimously in 
both the House and Senate. 
The legislation cited "unhealthful side ef-
fects" of the substances which are sold as-
"room odorizers" but widely used as stimu-
lants. Poppers have long been a popular drug 
Our Paper Needs a News 
Coordinator 
We need someone to plan news coverage, 
assign writers and photographers, edit 
copy and do a variety of other related 
tasks. The news coordinator is a member 
of the decision-making collective and 
must attend weekly OP meetings. Any 
relevant experience useful. Interested 
persons should call us at 773-2294 or 
write to Our Paper, P.O. Box 10744, 
Portland Maine 04104. Thank vou. 
, -
.... 
JOO Scenic Acres 
Hot Tub• Pool 
MHRC-initiated complaint that an employer 
had decided to eliminate benefits for any 
AIDS-related claim filed under its group 
health plan. 
In the case involving the employees' group 
health plan, the employer was a nationally 
franchised company which had an uninsured 
group health plan for its employees. The 
company had reasoned that even four to five 
cases of AIDS among its 700 franchises 
nation-wide would be cost prohibitive, since 
the company was already paying out more 
t,han it was taking in, in employee shares, for 
its group health plan. Therefore, the com- · 
pany had announced it would be excluding 
from coverage any charges for supplies and 
services needed for disorders or complica- . 
tions due to AIDS. 
The Maine Human Rjghts Commission 
initiated the complaint, without any individ-
ual being named as a complainant. File cor-
respondence indicates that the Commission 
asked the employer to provide its analysis of 
among gay men although their use has sub-
sided in recent years as studies have shown 
that they weaken the immune system. Some 
early studies suggested a direct link between 
poppers and the development of Kaposi's 
Sarcoma in people who have the AIDS virus. 
McCormick 
Appointed 
Dale McCormick, chair of the Maine Les-
bian and Gay Political Alliance has been 
appointed as a member of the platform 
committee at this summer's Democratic 
- Convention. McCormick is one of three 
openly gay or lesbian appointees on the 
committee. There are also three openly gay 
or lesbian members on the rules and creden-
tials committee. 
News Junkies Wanted 
Are you into the street beat? Do you live 
and breathe politics? Do you crave that 
heady sense of always being in the know? 
Channel all that compulsiveness .into 
positive action and become an Our Paper 
news reporter. Want to know more? Call 
us at 773-2294 or write Our Paper, P. 0. 
Bos 10744. Portland. Maine 04104. 
P.O. Box 118 OP 
v•V'-'-
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other high cost medical items under its group 
plan and also informed the employer that 
Maine State law clearly prohibits the sort of 
exclusion from coverage which the employer 
was contemplating. It is reasonable to con-
clude that the MHRC would not have settled 
unless the agreement included some provi-
sion that the employer' s group health plan 
cover AIDS-related claims in a manner con" 
sistent with State law, 
Two MHRC AIDS-related cases are still 
open. The older of these two cases involves 
a charge that a male employee was verbally 
harassed and terminated when the employer 
learned of his relationship with a person who 
had tested HIV positive. The Commission 
has found reasonable grounds to believe that 
discrimination occurred in this case, and the 
case is now in the conciliation process. The 
other case involves an allegation that a male 
employee was discharged because the em-
ployer perceived him to be HIV positive. 
This case was still being investigated as of 
the writing of this article. 
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Merrym~eeting AI.DS Support ~rvices 
by Sally Y. DeBor 
One year ago the first public information 
forum was held in the Brunswick area on 
AIDS. Following the forum eleven concerned 
area citizens met and formed the Merrymeet-
ing AIDS Support Services (M.A.S.S.) for 
the Brunswick-Bath area. There are now 
over 60 volunteers. The primary purpose of 
the organization is to provide accurate infor-
mation about AIDS. A pamphlet was devel-
oped and I 0,000 copies have been dissemi-
nated throughout the area. Trained speakers 
on the medical aspects of AIDS and the 
emotional and spiritual sides of AIDS have 
already spoken to over 30 groups on request. · 
The secondary purpose of M.A.S.S. is to 
provide trained support services for persons 
with AIDS, their friends and families. An in-
service "buddy" program training was held 
in May. Five professional mental health 
workers lead the training. 
All M.A.S.S. volunteers are encouraged 
to read The .Screaming Room, by Barbara 
Peabody, and keep updated on current medi-
cal AIDS information through a media file, 
public speakers, and on-going training. 
M.A.S.S. was formed because concerned 
citizens were told that the health issue of 
AIDS could not be met by the state or federal 
bureaucracies, but must be addressed on the 
community level. M.A.S.S. is one of the first 
such organizations and acts as a liaison and 
support with other community groups 
throughout the state. M.A.S.S. wishes to 
acknowledge the help it received from the 
AIDS Project of Portland, the Boston AIDS 
group, and The First Parish Church, UCC. As 
a volunteer., non-profit, tax-exempt commu-
nity group, M.A.S.S. has received a small 
grant from the Maine Office on AIDS for 
educational materials. However, M.A.S.S. is 
expected to be self supporting from commu-. 
nity donations. Monies are needed to pay for 
small office space, telephone and answering 
machine, TV and VC~ to utilize the educa-
tional materials, stamps and mailing costs. 
All personnel services are volunteer and 
unpaid. · · · · ·. · . 
M.A.S.S. volunteers make up a very di-
verse cross Section ofour community. There 
are some members who ·are personally in-
volved with AIDS, who have family or friends 
who are HIV positive or have been diag-
nosed with AIDS; there are professional 
health workers, mental health specialists, 
clergy;· and others who see that M.A.S.S. 
serves an important community service and 
they have a moral reason to become in-
volved. 
The organizational structure of M.A.S.S. 
is headed by a steering committee. Chair 
Julie Zimmerman, Candace Kanes, Nancy 
Marsh, Pat Smith, Sharon Coffin, Dr. David 
Belleville, Father Angelo LeVasseaur, and 
Richard Steinberg have served over the past 
years. 
The finance committee is chaired by Can-
dace Kanes; the writers committee by Linda 
Crist; schooleducation by Sharon Raymond; 
public speakers by Candace Kanes; pam-
phlet distribution by Pat Smith; emotional 
support groups for M.A.S.S. volunteers, 
advocates for direct care, and persons with 
AIDS, their friends and families, Eunice Cox; 
and research, Sharon Coffin. 
A new, updated pamphlet is being devel-
oped. More specific AIDS information ma-
terials will be available in the future. Trained 
speakers are available to any group to give 
accurate information on the transmission of 
AIDS and to answer questions which might 
dispel myths about the virus. As this is a ~ 
community based organization, organized to 
serve the community, M.A.S:S. would wel-
come any contributions. To send donations 
or ask for information the mailing address is 
M.A.S.S., P.O. Box 57, Brunswick, ME 
04011-0057. Or call Julie Zimmerman, 883-
5016. Inquiries will be held in strictest con-
fidence and can be anonymous. 
Maine Health Foundation Update 
On Monday, May 9, 1988 the Maine 
Health Foundation held its monthly meeting. 
First and foremost on the agenda was the 
PW A support fund with the AIDS Project of 
Portland. Having been notified that the fund 
was short on money, threatening services, 
the Maine Health Foundation, Visual AIDS 
Committee and the AIDS Project held an 
initial meeting to try and solve this dilemma, 
so that PW A's would not suffer cutbacks in 
services. The Visual AIDS Committee and 
the Maine Health Foundation have agreed to 
donate $2,000.00 each to the PW A support 
fund to assist it through the present budget 
crunch. This pledge should continue through 
July. In the meantime, long-term planning . 
will be undertaken by the AIDS Project and 
the Maine Health Foundation to find a more 
permanent solution. Any PW A in Maine i'n 
need of financial assistance or services can 
contact the AIDS Project at 774-6877. 
Other projects funded by the Maine Health 
Foundation at this meeting included: 
1.) $500.00 to a PWA to assist with ve-
hicle repair to provide transportation for treat-
' ment due to resident in rural area. 
2.) $4,132.73 to the AIDS Project of 
Portland for a ix:rsonal computer, printer and 
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accompanying equipment, $3,000.00 of 
which was donated to the Maine Health 
Foundation by Citibank of Portland. 
3.) $2,500.00 to the Eastern Maine AIDS 
Network in Bangor to purchase a Tandy 
1000 TX computer system. 
4.) $1,300.00 to reimburse 6 PW A's for 
registration and food expenses, to attend 
"Love Yourself, Heal Your Life" workshop 
in Boston conducted by Louise Hay and Dr. 
Bernie Siegel. 
5.) $3,5000.00 to the Merrymeeting AIDS 
Support Services in Brunswick, for state-
wide AIDS education and to provide contin-
ual Buddies training. 
The board members of the Maine Health 
Foundation wish to express their gratitude to 
all of its supporters for tl!eir continued sup-
port. Without your support and attendance at 
various fund-raisers the above meniioned 
projects would not be possible .- We've had a 
very successful year, meeting ati of.our goals, 
and we look forward 'to an even ·more suc-
cessful future. As the AIDS population in-
creases so does the need for funds. Please 
continue to be. generous with your contribu-
tions and support. Our brothers and sisters 
need you. · 
BAGLSC Update· 
by Kimberly Raub . 
month for final details). Sunday, July 10th 
.will include many activities. The day begins 
with a memorial service at the Unitarian 
Ch,urch in Bangor, followed by a march ·to 
t~e ~ridge where Charlie was killed, and a 
keynote speaker. This year's keynote speaker 
As many of you know, on April 29th the 
Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/straight coalition 
(BAGLSC) and the Greater Bangor chapter 
of NOW co-sponsored ·an energetic, fun-
filledl concert featuring Casselberry-Dupree. 
We would like to thank everyone who par-
ticipated in the festive evening for helping to 
.. will.be Jonathan Katz from the Chicago area. 
· make it as successful as it was. It was great to 
see so many people from all over the state and 
northern provinces. 
BAGLSC last dance of the seaso11 ~as on 
May 7th. Except for the July 9th dance for 
Charlie Howard Day, the regularly sched-
uled dances will not resume until the fall 
season. We are looking for a new location for 
the dances. If anyone has a suggestion-please, 
fill us in on it. 
Charlie Howard Day is still in the plan-
ning for the weekend of July 9th and 10th; 
mark your calendars now if you haven ' t 
already. The festivities begin with a "get 
together" dance on July 9th (place still to·be 
decided, keep checking "Our Paper" next 
Jonathan was an organizer of the Chicago . 
Town Meeting and Chicago Gay Rights ral-
lies. There will be fun and entertainment fol-
lowing the speaker. 
Also, July 7th (Thursday) there will be a 
candlelight vigil and march. This is to com-
memorate four years to the day from when 
Charlie was killed. We hope to see all of you 
in Bangor that weekend to celebrate your-
selves and your brothers and sisters. 
BAGLSC holds their meetings the first 
Sunday and the third Thursday ofeach month 
at 7 p.m. at 87 Sunset Strip in Brewer. Meet-
ings are open to any and all interested per-
sons. Hope to see you the~. Any questions? 
Call 989-3306. 
Front Runners Club Forming 
If you are interested in joining a new 
running club for lesbian women and gay men 
please come to one of the fun runs on Satur-
day mornings at 10:00. 
The club, Front Runners Maine, will be 
modeled after the other Front Runner clubs 
throughout the Unit~d-States and Canada: Its 
purpose is to ' bring together gay men and 
lesbian women who enjoy running and wish 
to exercise and socialize with others. The 
initial plan is to meet once a week on Satur-
day mornings at 10:00 for a r_s:laxing fun run 
of one to five miles. Runners of all levels are 
welcome and encouraged! After the run if 
people are interested we can choose a place 
for breakfast. , 
The name Front Runners Maine is taken 
from the novel, The Front Runner, by Patri-
cia Ndl Warren. 
It can really be a fun way to get together 
• 1 ' I 
with other gay people in the area, so please 
join us! 
When: Saturday mornings starting June 
4 at 10:00. 
Where: Comer of Baxter Boulevard and 
Preble Street Extension, Portland, at the start 
of the Parcourse. 
(g/4<:X.~ presents 
:: ?" ocL.c. ,a.-.: 
.. ,
..... :.~~·· .. , 
·omar Ricardo and His Many Many Women 
·Manhattan Tower 
June 3, 4 and 5 Bpm 
t-~ 
Portland Performing Arts Center 
25A Forest Ave. Portland, 
tickets:$10 in advance $12 at the door 
Box Office: 774-0465 
sponsored by, 0 Amaryllis O George Miaoulis 
O MTM/ Models Talent Management 
I remember some ten years ago my friend 
Neal telling me what a hassle it had been for 
him and his "friend" to purchase a home 
down in Connecticut. Apparently, the na-
tives were very unfriencJly toward two single 
men who looked suspiciously like a 'couple; 
banks were disinclined to lend, realtors were 
disinclined to talk, insurers were _oisinclined 
to insure. I'm happy to report that my expe-
rience in Maine has been joyfully different. 
When Alan and I first arrived on these 
shores three years ago this August practi-
cally fresh off the boat (well, not quite but we 
were still living and teaching in Japan at the 
time), we encountered nothing but open arms. 
Now, I know the cynics among us would 
suggest that the welcome we received was 
directly proportional to the real estate fever 
that had already struck mid-coast Maine with 
a vengeance-lavender money spending just 
as well as the more red-blooded variety-but 
I prefer to believe that folks around here try 
to adhere to the vintage Maine attitude "what 
you don 't see, you don't know. And what you 
don't know, don 't bother ya." 
Anyway, to make a very long and rather 
extraordinary story short and somewhat to 
the point, earlier in the summer I had been at 
a good friend's wedding in Alaska where it 
was suggested ~hat if we were thinking of 
settling in Maine we should try Searsport ( or 
was it Searsmont?). Never being ones· to 
reject free advice, Alan and I drove up to 
Searsport, arriving at the local tavern late 
Friday afternoon from whence we were di-
rected to the local real estate office. When 
Mary ( our soon to be real estate agent and 
ultimately good friend} asked us what we 
were looking for, we kind of shrugged and 
she took it from there. By 11 :00 that night we 
had made an offer, and bright and early 
Monday morning the bank vice president 
accepted our application without hesitation. 
To this day, she always asks how's Alan 
when she sees me on the street. The only 
shred of non-equality I can point to in the 
whole-long process was the fact that the 
lawyer prepared our deed as "tenlints in 
common" rather than "joint tenants" (the 
assumed legal title for married heterosexu-
als). Now, of course, had there been discrimi-
nation problems from the beginning there 
would have been limited legal recourse. 
"Sexual orientation" has yet to be included in 
our state or federal fair housing acts. Dis-
crimination against our kind may not be nice, 
but it's certainly not illegal. (Another plug 
for supporting the MLGP A). 
As it appears that "real estate fever" has 
yet to let up, I write this article for all those 
prospective buyers among us who want their 
share of the American dream. I know from 
conversations with my friends that the whole 
process can seem murky and mysterious, and 
I thought it might be useful to run through the 
steps. 
FINDING YOUR CASTLE 
The intensity of real estate activity in 
Maine over the past decade has been nothing 
less than extraordinary and the attendant rise 
in prices equally shocking, and while the call 
for "affordable" housing seems to have be-
come the slogan of the late eighties, the 
reality is that prices probably have nowhere 
to go but up. The moral ofthe story: if you're 
thinking about buying, there's probably no 
time like the present. At least in mid-coast 
Maine, you can still find a nice house with 
some acreage for $60,000, which after a 20% 
downpayment, results in a monthly payment 
(mortgage, insurance, and maybe even taxes) 
of around $450.00, which may not be that 
much more of a stretch than you 're currently 
paying for rent. The trick, of course, is coming 
up with a downpayment and convincing the 
bank that you're credit worthy. 
There are two routes to the castle-the 
owner-seller and the real estate agent. Unless 
you have a specific house in mind (either 
through a non-broker newspaper ad or the 
rarely seen "for sale by owner" sign), you'll 
probably end up dealing with a realtor. The 
adv.antage of going this route is rather obvi-
ous: not only does a real estate agent have 
access to a host oflistings in your price range 
and area, a knowledgeable real estate agent 
will be able to guide you through all aspects 
of the purchasing process. Now, the reputa-
tion of the real estate industry rivals that of 
lawyers for sleeze, so a word of caution may 
be appropriate. A real estate agent makes his 
or her livelihood solely through commis-
sions (usually six percent of the sale price, 
though this figure is negotiable and paid by 
the seller) and doesn't get paid until the 
house sells. To add a little heat to the fire, 
most listing agreements expire within a year. 
Obviously, it is in the agent's best interest to 
consummate the deal as quickly as possible, 
which can create terrible temptations for the 
less ethical in the profession. You should 
always keep in mind that though it feels as if 
the agent is working for you ( and after spend-
ing hours in close proximity with your agent 
driving around from one house to the next 
you do begin to feel awfully chummy), his or 
her primary duty is toward the seller. Indeed, 
the Maine Real Estate Commission requires 
full disclosure of the agent's true duty. The 
following disclaimer is now quite common: 
"The.__ broker, whether a listing broker or 
potential selling broker, hereby discloses that 
he is acting solely as an agent for the seller in 
marketing, negotiation and sale of this prop-
erty." Do try to keep this in mind. 
Assuming you go through an agent, cer-
tain preliminary questions will no doubt be 
asked; an !!-gent nee4s to "qualify" you to 
determine what kind of_house/land you're 
really looking for (don't be intimidated if 
you don't really know; agents are used to 
dealing with all sorts of people), how likely 
.. 
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you are to buy (yes, agents do sort out the 
goats from the sheep; naturally, they 're more 
likely to invest more time in red hot pros-
pects), and the price range you can afford. 
You should understand that the truth of your 
financial situation will no doubt come out in 
the wash, so you might as well be straight 
· forward with the agent, who will then be able 
to tell you with reasonable accuracy the price 
you can afford. Otherwise, you might find 
yourself going through a lengthy search only 
to discover that there's no way in hell the 
- bank will lend you the kind of money you 
need. Realtors can also provide you with a 
host of other market information (such as 
prevailing prices in a given area), but don't 
forget: it is the nature of the business for 
realtors to tend to be optimistic. 
After the preliminaries, the realtor will 
begin to show you property. You should 
understand that a realtor has three sources: 
properties he or she has listed; properties 
other agents in his or her firm have listed; and 
properties listed by other real estate agencies 
(multiple listings). As you might expect, an 
agent's commission is substantially higher 
(usually double) for selling property he or 
she has listed and may also be higher for "in-
agency" sales. It is not surprising, therefore, 
that an agent will tend to show his or her 
agency's listings first before trudging out the 
multiple listing books. (Whatever you do, be 
sure to take enough time to look through the 
multiples; though you 're not supposed to be 
able to look at them outside of an agent's 
presence, they're invaluable for seeing what's 
out there.) Any agent can show you property 
Ii teQ by a different agency in the multiples 
on a "co-broke" basis (though usually the 
listing agent will accompany you and your 
agent to look at the house), but even in this 
situation, remember "your" agent is still 
working for the seller. 
VIEWING THE HOUSE 
I wish there were easy rules for looking at 
houses (like the old adage "don't go to the 
grocery store hungry or you 're bound to buy 
more than you need"), but this is one area 
where everyone seems to have their own 
style. My style seems to be to act totally on 
intuition, but I certainly don't advise this. In 
addition to feelings, it would seem prudent to 
be guided by "value" (economic, as well as 
emotional). Your agent should be able to tell 
you about a given neighborhood (yep, the old 
adage "location, location, location" seems as 
on the ~ark as ever) and should be able to 
supply you with "comps." (the prices of 
"comparable sales" in the neighborhood - a 
risky business at best, as no two houses are 
really the same) and may even be able to 
point out problems with the house (though 
again, remember your agent acts for the 
seller, not you) and give you a fair estimate of 
what repairs might cost. What your agent 
cannot tell you (in good ~onscience, though 
some will) is whether the house is worth the 
asking price or how much you should offer. 
An agent can tell you if other offers are 
pending, .but it would be an ethical violation 
to disclose the amount of those offers (even 
though I know some agents will - if yours 
does, I'd get nervous). Probably the best way 
to get a feel for value is to see what 's for sale 
in a given neighborhood. In other words, my 
own experience to the contrary, it is probably 
a very bad idea to blindly make an offer on 
the first house you view (unless you fall in 
love, and then, what the hell). Agents are 
used to spending a lot of wasted time with 
potential buyers ( one of the justifications for 
charging a set commission), so don't feel bad · 
if you end up !afcing her for many a long ride 
without ultimately buying-it' s all part of 
the game. 
THE PURCHASE AND SALE 
AGREEMENT 
Assuming you find the "perfect" house, 
you '11 want to make an offer. Most real estate 
agents have forms for this purpose. (If you' re 
buying directly from an owner, you can find 
form agreements at stationery stores. For an 
offer to be binding, it must be in writing.) 
Unfortunately, such forms contain (naturally, 
being at one time drafted by lawyers) much 
fine print and sad to say, not all forms are the 
same. Furthermore, though real estate agents 
cannot draft contracts, they do routinely 
advise you of clauses to add to their form 
contract and indeed even help you with the 
language (usually taken from form books). 
Now, I'm not one to routinely recommend 
lawyers, but my experience leads me to be-
lieve this is one area where it might be useful 
to have your friendly lawyer looking over 
your shoulder-before JOU sign on the dot-
ted line, not after. (You can even insert a 
clause in your offer "This offer subject to 
review by my attorney and may be revoked 
within three days without cause upon her 
say-so." It might be useful to talk to your 
friendly lawyer at the very beginning of the 
process to find out how much he or she would 
charge to review a proposed agreement.) In 
general, your offer will include certain ba-
sics: a deposit (also known as eamestmoney), 
an offering price, standard form language, 
and special contingencies. Each of these 
merits careful attention. 
The Deposit: 
There are no set rules on how much of a 
deposit you should make. It can vary from a 
nominal sum (say $100.00) to 10% of the 
purchase price. In most cases a deposit ends 
up being the amount of money you risk if you 
don't go through with the deal (this obvi-
ously depends on the form language used). 
Assuming this is the case, it is always in the 
buyer's interest to put down as small a de-
posit as possible. (On the other hand, a small 
deposit may mean your otherwise good offer 
continued on page JO 
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Life in Central 
Maine 
bys 
About thirty people gathered together 
recently in response to wedding invitations 
handwritten on lavendernotepaper. The group 
assembled for the wedding in a very beauti-
ful outdoor setting: With the ocean in view 
behind them, the two women who were there 
to exchange marriage vows took their places 
side by side in front of the group. 
The ceremony began when the woman 
retained as the minister for the occasion 
announced that we were here to celebrate the 
commitment of these two people to each 
other and that what they particularly need 
from us is our affirmation, support and ac-
ceptance. She then asked all of us present if 
we would agree to support, affirm and accept 
these two women. In unison-the thirty or so 
friends and family attending the wedding 
answered loudly and clearly, "We do." 
Afterthat, the minister explained we were 
there to listen and witness as she talked to the 
two women and as they exchanged vows of 
commitment to each other. The remainder of 
the ceremony included readings from Gibran, 
an exchange of rings and an exchange of 
commitments of body, mind and soul to each 
other. There was music at one point, pro-
vided by a tape player. The ceremony con-
cluded after the two women lit three candles: 
one for each of them and one for their rela-
tionship. 
The honesty and directness of the minister 
and the two women getting married was very 
moving for a number of the people wl)o 
attended the wedding. As one woman put it, 
"I realized on the way to the wedding that I 
had no idea what to expect. I really wasn't 
prepared for the impact of the very power-
fully sincere parts of this ceremony. I ex-
pected some campiness probably, so the 
tuxedos didn't surprise me, but I wasn 't 
ready for the non-campy parts." 
The two women who chose to have this 
public declaration of their vows of commit-
ment to each other were strikingly dressed in 
tuxedos. One had a bright blue jacket with 
tails and white pants; the other white tails and 
pants with a blue tie and cummerbund. 
The crowd present included the parents, 
sister and an aunt and uncle of one of the 
women, as well as some heterosexual friends 
and a great number of lesbians. The overall 
style of dress was clearly one of comfort. 
Slacks were the predominant attire for the 
women present, and most women, including 
the two exchanging vows, wore sneakers. 
• !.. ~' • 
A reception was held· after the wedding 
ceremony at a friend's house several miles 
inland. An additional fifteen or twenty women 
friends were present there. Again, people 
were there to celebrate and share in the joy of 
these two women.- To that end, dancing fol-
lowed, after a buffet and toasts to the two 
who had just exchanged vows. 
One of those who had attended the wed-
ding noted that this wedding was no different 
from any wedding in that "we're all pullings 
for these people." And she went on to say "I 
have a different feeling now for their union 
after seeing that ceremony, and I have a lot of 
respect for them." "It also makes me feel 
more love for my own lover," she added. 
"Seeing it done makes you think about 
doing it yourself," said one woman. In fact, 
one of the women that participated in the 
ceremony noted that part of their thinking in 
planing the ceremony was that it might in-
spire others. The two women who exchanged 
vows wrote their own invitations, made their 
own food, got their own tuxes and made all 
their own arrangements. They planned the 
occasion wholly on their own. They said 
there was a strong spiritual basis underlying 
their decision to do this. "We wrote our own 
vows and ring exchange, and the minister 
added other parts to the ceremony." 
The wedding moved those attending in 
different ways. One woman said she found it 
''a very touching and a very lov'ing experi-
ence to have the wedding be all women. I 
expect weddings to be a lovely experience, 
but when I got there, I found f just wasn't 
prepared for this one." Another woman said, 
"I was really nervous because it was two 
women, but I liked what the minister said 
about the two women being individuals and 
also sharing with each other." 
Several of those present had been to other 
weddings of two women, but most had not. 
One woman, who was attending such a 
wedding for the first time, said "I came 
wondering how I'd feel, but I felt wonderful. 
It felt that they were being bonded. And the 
ceremony was great in that there was the 
emphasis on their being equal and one, but 
also separate beings. I recognize that it wasn't 
legally meaningful, but it felt like it was for 
the family and friends." 
Another lesbian said she was very moved 
and emotionally affected by people being 
willing to make a commitment like this. "My 
personal reaction came in part because I 
realized I am almost forty and 'never been 
married.' She observed, "It increased my 
sense of the kinds of relationships that are 
possible between gay people. Fortunately, it 
is a time in my life when I am much more 
open to such possibilities." 
Another woman was really struck by the 
fact that the parents of one of the women 
/ 
atte:nded. She commented that "I certainly 
know that if my lover and I had a union 
cen!mony, our parents ~ould not be there." 
The women involved in and attending the 
wedding and reception came from a variety 
of backgrounds. They included small busi-
ness· owners, a nurse, an addictions coun-
selor, a doctor, a CPA, a college professor, a 
member of the military, a soc'ial worker, _a 
truck driver, a librarian, a medical lab techni-
ciar1, ,a mechanic, a professional musician 
and a lawyer. In other words, a typical bunch 
of Maine dykes. 
I chose to write this event because I was 
one of those who found the ceremony very 
moving. It seems to me that in deciding to 
make their commitment openly in the circle 
of friends and family as they did, this couple 
gave a gift to all who attended. The shared 
- very openly their love for each other and the 
happiness they were feeling. 
When gay or straight couples split up, 
their friends feel the effects and often suffer 
a great deal of pain right along with them. But 
when gay couples decided to make some 
commitment to each other, there is rarely any 
formal way for their friends to share the joy 
and good feelings of the occasion. Obvi-
ously, weddings are not for every gay couple. 
But when people do choose to have one they 
should know that others will enjoy and bene-
fit from their sharing the warmth and joy they_ 
feel. 
Society as a whole seems blind at the 
moment to the value of two same sex people 
having a stable, loving relationship with each 
other. Society is so afraid of the sexual aspect 
of homosexuality that it has not considered 
the positive value for society in general of 
people committing themselves to love and 
care for another and to live their lives in a 
responsible, committed manner. But, it is my 
opinion that, just as heterosexual marriages 
provide social and economic stabilization for 
the community whether or not there are chil-
dren of the marriage, so too do committed 
relationships between gay people contribute 
to the strength and stability of both the gay 
community and society as a ·whole. They do 
indeed deserve our affirmation, support and 
acc,eptance. 
Queer News From 
the Peninsula -
by Lynnsey 
W. Sedgwick -The rainy month of April 
seems to have been obliterated in the fog. It 
tak.es the return-of the sun to make me realize 
how hazy and out of focus my life had been 
last month. I spent a lot of time waiting. 
Waiting for warm weather, waiting to hear 
about a new job, waiting for my crocuses to 
bloom, unable to set a clear course of action 
until all the pieces came together. Waiting is 
not a comfortable state for me and my body 
feels tense and hungry for outside activity. 
My waiting wasn't done in a stationary 
position, however. It was more of a mental 
on-hold feeling. Much of April was spent on 
work related to the Downeast AIDS 
Network's showing of the movie "Too Little, 
Too Late". We were fortunate to have the 
support of Frannie Peabody who donated the 
rental fee to our group. I was nervous in 
anticipation of watching this video about 
families living with AIDS, fearful of the pain 
it would invoke. It turned out that it was a 
very powerful experience for many of us in 
DEAN. We did cry a lot. But it spoke of hope 
as well and ieft us stronger, more committed 
to our work, more sure of our direction. We 
drew closer together in mutual support and 
stepped to the other side of some of our fears. 
Our two showings of the video created 
amazing discussions among an audience with 
a variety of backgrounds. We are all grateful 
for the courage of those participating in 
making this important film. 
Another successful party was hosted by 
D.B. and R.K. Men from all over Hancock 
county arrived with goodies in hand on a 
snowy wet Sunday. Spirits were high and a 
good time was had by all. Neighbors Land T 
held their first dance party in their new home 
on the Sat. evening as the snow was falling. 
Attendance was small ;-hut the floor got a 
good workout. 
The Casselbery and Dupree concert was 
certainly the best way to usher out the wet 
month. They were hot and everybody at-
tended. I have heard them twice before, but 
this was by far their best performance. I look 
forward to more women 's music in the area. 
MJ and S. are preparing to move to their 
camp while working on rebuilding the Crys-
tal _Palace. They seem to be doing O.K. 
despite their loss. Many friends, especially 
R., have kept in close contact with them, 
helping them get their feet back on the ground 
again. 
T. came home all excited after attending 
the Gay and Lesbian youth conference in 
Portland. She reported that the speakers were 
excellent and the workshops well presented. 
Her favorite part, however, was the teen-
agers from the Outright group, whose pres-
entation was thought provoking. and inspir-
ing. T. hopes to start a similar group in this 
area. 
M. reported that Mary Daly spoke her 
unique language to a packed house of 95% 
women. Mary _urged her audience to build 
creative alt~matives outside the patriarchal 
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system as a way to nourish and strengthen 
ourselves. Mand K talked till the wee hours, 
inspired by Mary's words. 
This has been a heavy month for many 
who are in a recovery process. The rain must 
lead to introspection which further encour- . 
ages personal work. My heart is with you all. 
May brings the sun, the flowers and long 
walks. It also brings our summer neighbors 
back home. C. and G. had friends M. and R. 
staying with them while they prepared their 
camp for summer living. H. has returned to 
her sweet home in the woods. Welcome 
back, welcome warmth and sunshine, wel-
come garclen planting time. See you at the 
Symposium. That's the news from the penin-
sula. 
Lewiston Area 
Activity 
by Theresa 
Lewiston-Sabattus area lesbians and gays 
got together for our first potluck dinner on 
Saturday, April 30. Seven people attended. 
The food was very good, conversation was 
fun and warm and friendl y, and we played a 
hilarious game of Pictionary. 
I'd been nervous about having strangers 
over to my house - people whose only con-
nection with me was their sexpal orii::ntation. 
I was happily surprised by~ how much we 
actually have in common, and how easy it 
was to get acquainted. 
We are getting together again June 4, for 
dinner in Lewiston. We ' II be bringing friends, 
and other newcomers are very welcome. 
Write me c/o Our Paper for specific time and 
place. 
A Waldo County View 
by H'Alan 
Sunday was my mother's birthday, and 
she, my sister Bonnie, and our nephew Ryan 
drove up so we could celebrate together. 
Major family visits can be most unsettling 
for me, but this one was a pleasantly quiet 
affair. Bonnie visits fairly often, but I don't 
see my mother more than four or five times a 
year. She doesn't drive, so she's dependent 
on those who do. When she does visit, she 
thoroughly enjoys herself, as her great pas-
sions are the simple joys - walking the 
beach collecting sea treasures or meandering 
along some forgotten woods road - joys of 
which there ' re certainly more t)lan a few 
around here. 
This was Ryan' s second time here. The 
first was in 1986 over Thanksgiving week-
end. It was then that my' youngest sister and 
her hubby had a near hysterical reaction to 
my hugging Miles in front of their kid. It -:,v_as 
decided that there were to be no more v1s1ts 
for Ryan until Miles and ·1 could learn to 
control our passion. It was OK for me to visit 
him, but she just didn't want us to flaunt our 
gayness in front of her son. Apparently. my 
sister has mellowed somewhat during the 
past year and a half, as Ryan was allo_w~d to · 
accompany Bonnie and Gram on thetr Jour-
ney up the coast. . 
During Ryan' s first visit, our home was m 
a state of major chaos. We were living in a 
house without rooms, slept in what is now the 
kitchen, and cooked in our bedroom. It ' s 
been a long process, but we now live in a 
somewhat quasi traditional house - with 
walls, a kitchen and even a separate bed-
chamber. I gave Ry a short tour which ended 
with our sitting on the bed being entertained 
by the cats. I watched as he glanced around 
the room, taking in his surroundings. "So 
where ' s your other bedroom?" "There' s only 
one" was my reply. "Does Miles sleep with 
you?" "Yep." "Oh,just like Bonnie and Rose," 
he concluded. 
This se.ven year old is going to have a 
decidedly different perspective as to what 
"family" is all about. His first four years he 
lived with his mom, grandpa and Bonnie. 
Then three years ago his mom.married Jeff. 
His much adored Aunt Bonnie now keeps 
house with Rosie and a menagerie of ani-
mals. And then, of course, there ' s Uncle 
Alan who sleeps with Miles and two crazy 
cats. I bet that unless someone tells him 
otherwise he'll come to see these different 
living arrangements as acceptably "normal." 
There were a number of "moments" this 
weekend. Our friend Ron arrived early Sun-
day afternoon, chain saw in hand to thin the 
jungle of trees behind the house. Ron at six 
foot something is a shit-kicking-earringed 
sheep farmer and just doesn't fit your usual 
"queer" stereotypes. Charlie our boat build-
ing friend happened to drop in not long after 
Ron's arrival. Quite a house full-four fags, 
one dyke, one child and one mom. . 
The seven year old was having a grand 
old time watching all these trees come tum-
bling down and got to hang out with the 
"guys" as well. His homelife is somewhat 
more staid than ours--exercise and excite-
ment for his parents generally consists of 
picking up the remote control and switching 
on the VCR. At one point during the tree 
felling, Ryan came over and leaned his head 
against my hip. "How ya doing?" I asked. "I 
really like it here" was his response. 
Later in the afternoon as my mother and 
Bonnie sat reading, Ryan.joined the "guys" 
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at the table for a rou~d of tea. When~ver four 
gay men get together: th€:"conversation takes 
on a certain vivacity that is seldom found in 
the straight male world. For me that's part of 
the joy of being around other gays. Ryan was 
all ears. He seemed to know right off that he 
was hanging out with some guys he could 
appreciate. He's used to being around adults 
and knows how to listen without appearing to 
. do so. He may have devoured an entire pack-
age of rice cakes, but he didn't miss a word. 
.Jt would be hard even for a seven year old not 
to realize that he was hearing "gay talk." 
Those forbidden words, usually spat out as 
hateful invectives, were lightly and playfully 
bandied about the table. Next time he hears 
the word faggot I hope he 'II flash back to his 
uncle's house that rainy afternoon in May. 
Nor was my mother immune from the 
conversation. Being a shy woman, she often 
takes refuge in books rather than deal with 
strangers. She may have appeared to be deeply 
engrossed in her reading, but her main inter-
est was not in True Tales of-Maine. Those 
first sly smiles got bigger as the tea talk 
warmed. Several times I watched her wink in 
amusement at Bonnie. No doubt she was 
enjoying herself as much as Ryan. 
Soon though it was time for the relatives 
to begin their three hour journey homeward. 
After goodbyes and " nice to have met ya' s" 
were passed about, I walked the group to 
their car for a last goodbye hug. No sooner 
had the front door closed behind us than my 
mother began to gush. "I always like meeting 
your boyfriends-they're so friendly and _ 
interesting. And that Ron - he's a handsome 
devil , so big and tall. Oh, and Charlie has 
such pretty hair, such a nice long braid. I had 
a wonderful time. Thank you so much for a 
delightful birthday. I'm so glad I got to meet 
your friends." 
I'm glad, too, ma. 
That night Bonnie called to relate some of 
their conversation on the way home. Ryan, 
after emphatically stating his desire to return 
for another visit, fell immediately to sleep. 
My mother rode in silence for a good twenty 
minutes. "Are you tired?" asked Bonnie. 
"No, just thinking. Why don 't people let 
homosexuals in peace. People are so igno-
rant. If they could only meet you and Alan 
and his friends ... " 
This may not sound earth shattering to 
those of us who already know that. It is none 
the less pretty strong stuff for this mother of 
mine. It was ten years after my coming out 
before I even heard her say the word "Gay." 
I'm under no illusion that she is now fully 
accepting and wonderfully enlightened, but I 
do think that a little gleam of understanding 
penetrated through her res_istance. Next time 
my other sister pulls another hetero-holier-
than-thou routine, I wonder how my mother 
will react. 
This ~onth Miles and I enter our eighth 
year of being and growing together. I'm 
getting kind of used to the guy. We plan to 
celebrate the occasion the weekend of Sym-
posium XV. Hope to see you there. 
Judith Lippa, MSW 
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._I _______ POETRY ____ __.l-: L:1w For, People contract; the important thing to remember is 
that without an express contingency, the 
contract will be-binding on you, even if you 
come up with a legitimate reason not to go 
through with the contract. GAMES 
Today we played games; she and. I 
It started out as nonchalant conversation 
But I was attracted to her .and she to 
me . 
I watcherl her face 
(but not too close!) · 
And saw the way.her body responded to what 
our eyes were saying . 
She moved away across the room 
And I sighed. 
Thoughts were rampant and careless; 
(I wanted her!) 
But we both had work to do. 
She was enjoying the game 
Once again I looked up and she was standing 
byme-
(talking absolute nonsense) 
She knew I could smell her fresh, clean 
presence; 
'She stood, teasing me. 
Then she was gone, but I caught her as she 
glanced back and smiled. 
(I felt afraid of her power!) 
Later, she walked by again, pausing long 
enough to raise an eyebrow as she watched 
my hands work. 
(I trembled) 
For awhile she said nothing, then asked how 
my day was progressing. 
"Fine", said I, 
(can I touch you, I want to touch·you) 
And felt my heartbeat pick up tempo, 
In my mind 
(felt her touch my every secret place). 
Hours passed with no sight of her 
(I felt both relief and_ disappointment) 
When suddenly she appeared with a tele-
phone message 
Politely, I said "Thank you" 
And chanced a look at her beauty 
(but not too close!) 
She nodded, paused as if to speak, then shook · 
her head as though 
to clear it, and walked away 
Teasingly, she stood a short distance 
away 
Enjoying the game . 
My secret desire is that we can be lovers, if 
on1y 
for a night . 
and her power 
.the games are complex, 
sometimes overwhelms me . 
I would like to believe that games sometimes 
have two winners. 
JAz 
WAITING 
Is there anyone out there who feels the 
way I do? I have asked this question 
many times over many years. I have been 
told it was a dream and would never happen. 
_J disbelieved this w·as true. 
Others say to be patient it will come 
and it will be right. I thought it had 
come a few times and had always been 
wrong. I moved not only across the 
country but to other continents hoping 
I was only in the wrong place but it was 
untrue. We are the same all over the 
world. I have stopped looking and just 
wait, hope, and pray it will come my way. 
Kenneth Goss 
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Let Me In 
I see tum 
all the time 
walking 
no iqea to where 
I cannot 
walk with him 
only stare 
off 
into the ground · 
as I 
sink 
slowly slipping into my own body 
too frightened 
to look 
out 
and see beauty 
the trees become only 
permanent fixtures 
in a blurred picture of the Earth 
he becomes cold 
and ugly 
a puppet in a show 
framed 
by my window 
which creates 
a theater for him to appear in 
I stay inside 
the Earth 
performs 
life 
in my window 
my'theater 
where I see life 
and it cannot see me . 
I stay inside 
aging 
until 
I see nothing 
and ignorance 
hate 
fear 
hopelessness 
and death 
see me 
inside 
now 
unable to 
unlock the doors 
and let you 
in inside 
no emotion 
no love 
let me in 
Peter S. Karasopoulos 
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continued from page 7 
is rejected.) Your deposit will be held in 
escrow by the real estate agent who then 
becomes responsible for holding the money 
until the deal goes through. (With owner sold 
property, you 'II need to find a "neutral" third 
pairty to hold the deposit; yep, your friendly 
lawyerdoesjustfine). If you put down a large 
deposit, you might ask that it be placed in an · 
interest bearing account. Should the deal not 
go through ( either because your offer is re-
jec:ted or a contingency in the contract is not 
met), the deposit will be returned. On the 
other hand, should you breech the contract 
(say you change your mind), the money will 
probably end up going to the seller (with the 
ag1ent taking a certain cut). Again, you 'II 
ne1ed to read the fine print of the agreement. 
Before you sign the agreement, be sure you 
understand exactly what happens if you 
default; some form ~greements will have you 
losing even more than your deposit. · 
The Offering Price: 
Obviously, you can offer more or less 
th,m the asking price. Rarely does a prospec-
tive purchaser offer more, though at times 
this happens (e.g. you know there are other 
offers and you really want the house). A 
Seller does not have to accept a given offer, 
ev4m if it is for more than the asking price 
( tho~gh ifs/he refuses to accept an offer, s/he 
might be liable to the real estate agent for the 
commission unless there was a good reason 
to reject the offer). If you offer less than the 
asking price, the seller can always counter-
offer. It's usually a good idea to insert lan-
guage that your offer expires within a certain 
time-say five days, which forces the seller 
to make a decision and not wait for better 
offers to come down the road. 
Contingencies: 
These are your "special needs" clauses 
and they are extremely important. (They're 
also the way you protect yourself from your 
fee:lings run amuck-they give you an out.) 
For instance, if you intend to apply for bank 
financing, you need tg indicate that if financ-
ing is denied (you can even specify the ter.ns 
yoiu would be comfortable with-say 20% 
down at no greater than l 0% fixed interest 
for 30 years) you can rescind (cancel) the 
contract and get your deposit back. I suggest 
tha1t you write an inspection clause which 
gives you so many days to hire an inspector 
of your choice to check out the property; if 
the: inspection is not satisfactory for any 
reason, you have the right to rescind the 
contract (if that's what your_ contingency 
says~. the power of words)/ Your real 
estate agent should be able to help you find 
someone to do the job---it usually costs arouµd 
· $150.00---and if you 're really serious about 
bu:ying, it can be the best investment you'll 
make. If the property is serviced by a private 
, septic/water system, further tests are advis-
abl.e. A seller i~ required to disclose problems 
wi1th a septic system, but this is a very murky 
are:a. A private well should dictate a "safe 
water" contingency. It is beyond the scope of 
this article to describe the various "contin-
gencies" you might wish to add to your 
.._.....~ ~._,..~ ----~~~._....._..~~~~~.-.~ ~ ~ ! CJJJueberrr cove . ! 
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FINANCING: 
Assuming ·you're not prepared' to pay 
cash for your purchase (which tax wise is 
probably not such a good idea anyway), 
you 'II need to borrow money, which is what 
a mortgage is all about. (Basically, you put 
up the house you 're buying as collateral and 
if you default on your payments, the holder 
of the mortgage can "foreclose" on the house. 
When you get to•that point, not all mortgage 
notes are the same and need to be reviewed 
with care.) The simplest and best way to 
finance the purchase of a house is owner 
_financing. On the average, you 'II save a 
couple thou on "closing" costs and avoid 
enormous hassle. You might seem a lot more 
credit worthy to a fellow human than to a 
"large impersonal bank. Sometimes, it's even 
in a seller's interest tax-wise (though they 
may not know it) to provide owner financing. 
Another source of financing is a loan that the 
present O\.\'.ner has which may be assumable 
(meaning you can take it over). Assumable 
loans-often do _not require complicated pa-
perwork and may be at lower than market 
interest rates. 
If you have to go the bank route, it does 
pay to shop around. (Some banks may even 
have a reputation for being "gay friendly"; a 
loan officer on your side can make an 
enormous difference.) Interest rates will vary 
from bank to bank; be sure you understand all 
the terminology, and don't be shy about 
asking silly questions-lik,e the difference 
between a variable and a fixed rate, points, 
balloons, negative amortization, etc. etc. Be 
sure to check whether .you qualify for Maine 
State Housing loans (5% downpayment and 
very ldw interest) or Federal Housing Au-
thority (FHA) or Veterans' Administration 
(VA) loans. When you talk to the loan offi-
cer, be sure you unders.wnd all of the closing 
costs before you pay your application fee 
- (usually non-refundable). Try to "lock-in" 
yqur interest rate. A bank will require a title 
certification (which means getting a lawyer, 
but you have the right to choose your own-
review my earlier article on selecting an 
attorney. (Remember, you have the right to 
know in advance how much s/he'II charge; 
most folks don't even bother to ask). 
OWNERSHIP: 
I want to talk about buying with your 
significant other, and the name on the deeds, 
and all that good stuff, but I sense this has 
gone on much too long, so I'll wait until my 
next article when I begin to explore ''.partner-
ship" agreements. Despite the somber tone 
of this article, buying a house can ~ _a real 
hoot-especially when the daffodils and the 
wildflowers come up your second spring 
(ask Alan to show you pictures; ~e's the 
proud father). _ 
Miles D. Frieden, a part-time attorney 
who'd rather spend his time writing and 
loafing, lives in Searsport with Alan and 
Sadie and Violet ( the latter two being the cats 
you've heard so much about). 
Malcolm M . Mailloux 
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by Lynnsey 
/ love women's bodies- all makes. models. 
sizes and shapes. Each are special in their 
own way, as are the heart and soul of the 
being who jnhabits .thelfl . The body I call 
perfect, my lover's :~ould never win a prize 
based on societal standards. Yet a more per-
fect belly could not be found in all the land, 
ba:f_ed on mine. I too was taught to worship 
the idea/figure/physique and to despise my 
own,As I come to love the diversity of women's 
bodif~, I in turn learn to love my own, but not 
without struggle. I am fat and disabled; I 
learned to apologize for myself at an early 
age. I know how hurtful the mainstream's 
measuring standards can-be and I bear the 
emotional scars. Looksist ideals cause pain 
and disease that we can ill afford. How much 
of our loneliness and isolation is the result of 
our search for mr.lms. perfect or of four own 
feelings of inadequacy at not making the 
grade? This piece is written in response to 
the Underground's $/000.00 best bodies 
contest. The descriptions that follow are 
bodies perfect in my eyes because they house 
the soul of a warrior. These are fictionalized 
Jeqy's Banter 
The Pe,Cect Prize 
' 
- accounts based on real people/ love. 
The perfect body wins the prize. Perfect in 
whose terms? I think we know who sets the 
standards, _who tells us who we should and 
_should not love. But look at her. Now she is 
perfect in every way. Her hair dyed and 
permed, the current style. Her figure svelte. 
She eats just once a day to keep it that way, 
says 500 cals. is all she needs. She runs five 
miles a day, uses laxatives with regularity. 
Sometimes per heart gives a strange flutter. 
Maybe ~he can win the $5()0.00. 
Or her. She's as thin as an arrow, no 
breasts to speak of. She moves like a dynamo 
on the dance floor, churning to her own inner 
rhythm. She's got a booming voice, heard 
above. any roar when she's mad. they call her 
sexy, pretty, definitely smart. A good catch. 
Yet she's still learning about intimacy, learned 
all about sex at an early age. She's a bitch to 
live with, can't seem to have a fulfilling 
relationship. Would she qualify? 
Not a chance for her. They called her 
thunder thighs in high school, the building 
shook when she walked through. Her breasts 
hang full to her waist, her cunt gets hidden 
when she sits. I hear she feels the tides 
flowing in her weight, that the moon kisses 
her breasts. Her body is home to 'Ishtar, 
Aphrodite, Kali. The Goddess is never afraid 
to take up space. Only they don't make 
clothes large enough to hold her. Who'd pay 
money for her? · 
Can't even look directly at him. He's so 
twisted and curved. His legs swing at weird 
angles when he moves and he can never hear 
unless I shout. He stutters, is hard to under-
stand. He looked for over a year before he 
found a job. He thinks he's gay, but he says 
"It'shardformetoknow. Yousee,I'venever 
had sex." At 35 he doesn' t believe he ever 
will. Who would ever dream of calling his 
the perfect body? 
We know all about him ow. He awakens 
twice to the beeper, swallows his pills with-
out opening his eyes. He laughs outloud and 
has many friends but takes no one to bed. His 
papers are all in order, his family knows. 
He 's an activist in his health care. Still, he 
checks for lesions twice a day and clings to 
The Handsomest Man in London 
This past winter my housemate and I 
went to London for IO days. London is a safe 
place for me. If London has any tubs I don't 
know of them. What _I know about cottages 
(Englisb fortearoom)l have read about mostly 
- in Joe Orton's diary. The only Gay pub I 
know in London is the least franti~ in the 
Western world.-The Fallen Angel (tube stop, 
Angel, I_slington) is the kind of place my 
granny would run if she ran a Gay bar. Talk 
about laid back. Anyway for a Gay man who 
spent his 14th thru 40th years convinced the 
day was a washout ifhe hadn't scored, and is 
now trying to relate to men instead of their 
bodies, - talk about hard work - London, 
unlike N.Y. or S.F. would I feel be a safe 
place for a vacation. Take our umbrellas and 
leave the rubbers at home. 
So what did we do for IO days? Well, we _ 
walked a lot, went to museums, looked at 
men, went to bookstores, looked at men, 
went to street markets, looked at men in 
bookstores at Gay's the Word, London's 
Gay bookshop (Preston sold here). We also 
went to the National Portrait Gallery and 
counted and commented on the number of 
portraits of famous British Gays. This was 
our '4th or 5th visit yet we had never before 
seen Roger Fry 's portrait of Edward Carpen-
ter. You may well ask, as my housemate did 
"Who is Edward Carpenter?" And I would 
answ~r as I did him- If Gay Lib, at least in the 
English speaking world, has a Grandfather 
this guy is it. 
First, something about the artist and the 
portrai~. Roger Fry (1866-1934) was primar-
ily an art critic. From 1905-10 he directed the 
Metropolitan Museum in New York. He was 
l!lfge~y r~sponsible for bringing Cezanne and 
Matisse to the attention of the English speak-
ing world. From the time of the First World 
War tiU his death he was the most important 
influence on artistic taste in England. As a 
painter himself however Fry is less well 
regarded. His work is careful, competent, not 
terribly exciting and often derivative. Fry 
was heterosexual, had numerous Gay friends 
and painted portraits of most of them. One of 
the earliest, very derivative and most excit-
ing is Fry 's portrait o~ Edward Carpenter 
(1844-1929) painted in 1894. For this por-
trait Fry chose the tall thin format popular-
ized by Whistler, and balanced the strong 
vertical of the standing figure with emphatic 
horizontal reflections in the mirror behind. 
Carpenter wore his "anarchist overcoat" 
(recently popular, again), his hands in his 
pockets and a red tie ( the 6nl y l>nght color in 
the painting). The almost empty room in 
which he stands may reflect Carpenter's 
ascetic taste and rejection of materialism. 
This atmospheric space and his nonchalant, 
momentary pose affirm for me Carpenter's 
positive Gayness. Painted almost a hundred 
years ago when Carpenter was 50 (he looks 
35) this is the quintessential portrait of the 
modem Gay male. The painting of course is 
in part exciting because Carpenter was physi-
. cally exciting. Modesty and reserve were in 
him combined with a lithe, athletic body. He 
wore a short beard which gave him Socratic 
dignity and his cheek bones would be the 
Heac1s 
Will 
Tum 
envy of any Madison Ave model. Did you 
know that when you stop checking out B's 
and B's, cheek bones and eyes are the really 
. exciting parts?) 
Fry met Carpenter through common 
Cambridge University connections where 
both men had been educated. Carpenter had 
taken holy orders but left the church to de-
vote himself to adult education for working 
people. After 1880 he bought a small farm 
where he attempted to combine sandal mak-
ing and market gardening with a literary 
career. 
In his book, Culture Clash; the Making 
of Gay Sensibility, Michael Bronski high-
lights Carpenter's contribution to the evolu-
tion of a Gay identity. In 1895, the year after 
Fry painted his portrait, Carpenter finished 
his most important book, Love's Coming of 
Age, an investigation of sex and society that 
included the essay "The intermediate sex". 
Carpenter's main contention was that West-
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his pillow at night. Too risky to give him a 
prize. 
r-, With white hair and skin, she's almost 
invisible. Her breasts and buttocks sag from 
use. Her face is deeply lined, her step is slow, 
and when she's tired her head shakes with a 
slight tremor. She finds new spots on her skin 
each day and has to spend more time alone to 
rest. She loves good books, and music, walks 
her dog at least twice a day and looks after the 
neighborhood. Is this body prize-worthy? 
Now, here's what we're looking for-what 
a body! Small firm breasts, harci round ass, 
high cheekbones. Her hair is smartly styled, 
her clothes right in the groove. She dips and 
turns in perfect time with the music, has all 
the correct rhetoric for any occasion. The 
women flock around her, vying for her atten-
tion. Just don't expect her to stay around·too 
long or make any commitments. And after 
the first few hot times don't expect sex. The 
lover's touch ·makes her freeze, remember-
ing another's. When can she stop trying to 
prove she's the perfect prize? 
Will we ever be able to stop proving we 
deserve love? 
em culture was obsessed with the notion that 
the function of Jove was the propagation of 
the species. Arguing that Jove was both so-
cial and emotional, Carpenter insisted on the 
importance of sexual pleasure in and of itself. 
He imagined a future where same sex affec-
tion as well as all other sexuality could exist 
securely and grow, it's primary objective no 
longer reproduction. Carpenter was an ex-
tremely prolific writer, lecturer and theorist. 
Some of his writings are still in-print, pub-
lished in England by Gay Men's Press and 
available in this country from Alyson Publi-
cations. Much of his political theory can 
safely be ignored but the fact that he is by my 
reckoning the first man in the English speak-
ing world to stand up and say he was homo-
sexual cannot be ignored or forgotten. Well, 
as granny used to say-Handsome is as hand-
some does. 
Jerry 
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The Straight and Narrow 
First Impressions Are 
Wrong .98% of the Time 
by Holly Valero 
I would just like to state for the record that 
I am a girl. A female. A woman. Got it? 
Everybody in · the heterosexual community 
with me on this one? Any questions? Good. 
How may times have you, loyal lesbian 
readt:rs, been addressed as "sir," "sonny," 
"young man," "fellow," or "Mr.''? It happens 
. to me between three and sixteen times a 
month, depending on how often I leave the 
house. You see, these things always happen 
in public. Now, when I say public I don't 
mean a couple of people hanging around the 
express lane in the grocery store. I mean 
PUBLIC. With a capital "P" that rhymes 
with "E" and stands for EMBARRASS-
MENT. 
There is no minimum standard for what 
constitutes a public setting. Like the concept 
of Yin and Yang, it is a delicate balance. For 
instance, a small grouping of construction 
workers can have the same effect as a large 
group of elderly P.T.A. members. A waiter 
addressing you as "sir" in the company of 
your first date can have the same effect as a 
game show host with an audience of mil-
lions. 
This problem of gender confusion ("fem-
icus goddamnicus" in Latin) has dogged my 
heels for close to twenty-six years and I am 
beginning to lose my sense of humor about it. 
What is it? Is it the mustache? My brother 
can't grow one to save his soul. I, however, 
have had one for ten years. I have done 
everything from bleaching to waxing to weed-
whipping. Is it the short hair cut? I get called 
"sir" more often as my hair gets longer. Is it 
the fact that I don't wear dresses? When I 
have worn dresses in the past, restaurant 
owners have come up to me and said, "ex-
cuse me sir, but if you're going to dress like 
that, I'm going to have to ask you to leave. 
We don't want any trouble.'' I would hate to 
think that people really know better and are 
, just trying to make my life as humiliating as 
possible. 
The most painful experience takes me 
back to seventh grade, between chorus and 
lunch period, on the lawn of the Troy Junior 
High School. It was there, in the company of 
close to thirty school mates that two little 
girls approached me. They were giggling and 
whispering and pointing at me. One of the 
two, decked out in full little-girl-combat-
gear (frilly dress, ribbons in her pony tail, 
little white socks with the fold-over embroi-
dered edge) ran up to me. Her little bullhorn 
voice filling the air, "ARE YOU A BOY OR 
A GIRL?"I froze. Panic swept over meas my 
eyes darted back and forth over the faces of 
the bloodthirsty seventh-graders awaiting my 
answer. 
"Why?" 
"BECAUSE IF YOU'RE A BOY, MY 
GIRLFRIEND THINKS YOU'RE CUTE. 
ARE YOU A BOY?'' 
"no." 
Not only was I not a boy, I had also struck 
out as a girl as well. The rest of seventh grade 
is a blank. 
Okay. so school is tough on everybody. 
As an adult I see the world in a different light. 
Now the best places for gender confusion 
seem to be restaurants, grocery stores, any 
mall, gay bars, and the YWCA. While check-
ing out the Portland YWCA, the nice lady at 
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the pool asked me point-blank, her voice 
echoing nicely through the pool area. The 
first time I ever went to a gay bar, a gentle-
man in black leather made a ·pass at me. I 
explained that I was not into the whole bond-
age thing. So much for cruising. At women's 
clothing shops in the mall, young women 
asked me if I am buying something for a 
friend. When I absent-mindedly say that it's 
for me, they look horrified or threaten to call 
the manager. I won't even tell you what 
happened the time I went into the shop that 
• sells lingerie. 
I have managed to cut down on these little 
encounters by simply shopping by mail, 
avoiding parties, baby showers, weddings, 
medical facilities, and dining out. My social 
life now revolves around natural food stores, 
car washes, the United States Post Office, 
and gardening centers. These pla~es seem to 
score best. The people are friendly and 
somehow always seem to address me in the 
female. I also do well with preschoolers and 
pets. 
For the rest of the world, I have developed 
a simple, mathematical formula for discern-
ing the sex of anyone. It has an accuracy rate 
of 98%. Here goes: 
3 COULD-BE'S ARE GREATER THAN 
1 FIRST IMPRESSION 
If your first impression of a person is 
male, but you are not sure, it is a normal 
response to "could-be''. Well, I think it's a 
boy, but it could be a girl because (#1) he/she 
!las a pony tail, and (#2) is wearing an earring 
in each ear, and (#3) has a mustache but no 
beard. As soon as you have mentally accu-
mulated 3 could-he's (2 if they are very 
strong) they over-rule your first impression. 
Try it some time. You 'II find that it does 
work. If you are still not sure, simply drop the 
male or female association from your state-
ment or question until you are sure. That · 
works too. 
Like that time at the Holiday Inn. My 
lover and I had snuck off for a weekend of 
wild fun and excitement. We were checking 
into the Holiday Inn and the desk clerk seemed . 
a bit confused. He kept looking me over. No 
doubt suffering from gender confusion. How 
did he handle it? Simple. He looked straight 
at me, then at my partner, and asked her, _ 
"Will that be two adults?" 
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Trekkie Beams Down Over Death of Yar 
by R.J. Blessington 
Well, I'm devastated. 
A lot of my friends watch "Cagney and 
Lacey," one of the many good TV programs 
that I never watch. I can't even remember 
which one is Cagney and which one is Lacey. 
But getting back to my friends-many of 
them openly profess to having crushes on 
Cagney and/or Lacey. (I'm sure that if I did 
watch, I'd have a crush on whichever one is 
married, but that's me!) 
Anyway, I don't have a crush on Cagney 
or Lacey, but I do have a wicked bad case for 
Lieutenant Natasha "Tasha" Yar, Chief 
Security Officer of the United Federation 
Starship "Enterprise." Well, that is, I had a 
crush on Tasha, till last Saturday, when she 
died in the line of duty, . unceremoniously 
zapped by an intelligent oil slick on the 
planet Vagra. 
Tasha Yar was a woman's woman. She 
survived an abusive, violent childhood on a 
gang-ridden planet, finding herself and ma-
. turing as a cadet in the Starfleet Academy 
and eventually landing the top cop position 
on the Enterprise. 
Artjculate, strong, never afraid, and very 
very attractive, Tasha would tum a few heads 
at any lesbian event. Very butch, yet always 
a woman, the only overt sexuality she ever 
exhibited was when a strange infection caused 
a mass Quaalude-like inebriation among the 
Enterprise crew. And who did Tasha orgy 
Barb Wood 
contimred from page 1 _ 
tician. Although she did receive many small 
contributions from outside the city, the bulk 
of her money came from Portland residents. 
The only out-of-state money Wood received 
came from her parents, other family mem-
bers., and friends. Overall the largest siPgle 
con1tribution was a $150 donation. 
Throughout the campaign the media never 
revealed that Wood is a lesbian. "I was very 
surprised," said Wood. "Every reporter who 
inteirviewed me asked me about my sexual 
orientation." None, however, chose to report 
this aspect of her life. 
S:o is Barb Wood an "openly lesbian 
elected official"? Barb Wood says yes. "I did 
not try to hide my sexual orientation and I 
won't in the future," she says. 
Wood says she would be interested in 
meeting with otheropenly gay orlesbian city 
councilors. There are currently openly gay 
male councilors in Boston and Fall River, 
Massachusetts; Rochester, New York; Madi-
son, Wisconsin; Montreal; and several Cali-
fornia cities. Wood, however, may be the 
only openly lesbian city councilor in the 
nation. 
with? Mr. data, the android. Not exactly a 
heterosexual experience . . . . 
While demonstrating the communal af-
fection that strongly bonds the entire 
starship's crew, Tasha had a special friend-
ship with Lt. Worf, an orphaned Klingon 
warrior with a forehead like a walnut shell : 
(Worf is only vaguely male. Despite his 
outward gender appearance, where Worf 
comes from, they mate by baring their teeth, 
snarling, and clawing each other-definitely 
not safer sex!) 
But back to Tasha Yar-her short, new 
wave hair; her chiseled face ;md straightfor-
ward gaze; her agile, fearless actions and 
ability to make quick decisions under stress 
made her a great role model for any woman, 
and a great fantasy for this writer. 
When the crew held her memorial serv-
ice, Tasha appeared to them in a pre-recorded 
hologram to say her thank-yous and express 
her love for her sister and fellow crew 
members. The tears flowed freely on both 
sides of the TV screen, and then, all of a 
sudden, Willard Scott popped on and began 
peddling True-Value garbage bags. But Tasha 
Y ar' s parting words still echoed in my mind: 
"Death is that state in which one exists 
only in the memories 
of others, which is why it is not an end. So 
· no good-byes, 
only good memories." 
Good words for us all-no? 
Tasha, I'll miss you. And I'm still not 
gonna watch "Cagney and Lacey." 
And what about a gay rights ordinance for 
Portland? Although Wood has~ been l;l~~\ve 
for years in the fight for a rights bill in the 
state legislature, she says that such an ordi-
nance is not "on the tOJ! of her agenda" forthe 
city. Wood intends to 'spend the first year of 
her three-year term "getting to know the 
system" and focussing on the issues she 
campaigned on - affordable housing, park-
ing, and maintaining a working waterfront. 
Although Wood's term begins officially 
on June 6, she has been busy since the elec-
tion meeting with current councilors, depart-
ment l}eads, and the city manager. Her first 
official duty was to help select the city's next 
mayor. Wood, whose election produced the 
first-ever female majority on the nine-mem-
ber council, sided with the other women and 
one male councilor to elect Cheryl Leeman 
as mayor for the coming year. Wood also has 
been working with her campaign committee 
to figure out ways to eliminate her $1500 
campaign debt. 
Wood's victory was celebrated by her 
committee and assorted fans at the 
Woodford's Cafe on election night. Two 
state legislators and re-elected District Two 
councilor Pam Plumb were among the crowd 
that toasted Barb Wood's victory. 
ECOLOGY HOUSE 
Gifts of Env ironmental Consciousness 
7 Exchange St. , Portland, ME 04.112 (~07) 775-1281 
Portland Participates 
in International 
AIDS Candlelight 
Memorial 
by Gary Anderson 
The AIDS Project is organizing Maine's 
participation in the fifth annual international 
AIDS candlelight memorial. The event, 
coordinated and sponsored by Mobilization 
Agamst AIDS in San Francisco, involves 
over a dozen nations and 60 U .s: cities~ This 
will be the third year that Portland has hosted 
this event. It always occurs on Memorial 
Day, which this year is May 30th. 
The AIDS Candlelight Memorial was ini-
tiated in 1983 by a person with AIDS in San 
Francisco. He wanted the community to 
remember those who had died from AIDS 
and to give support to those who were living 
with AIDS. His spark has ignited world-wide 
flames of hope and remembrance. 
A candlelight vigil will be held in Monu-
ment Square at 7 p.m. (please, arrive by 
6:45); at 7: 15 p.m. participants will march 
with lighted candles to the Chestnut Street 
Church for a 7:30 p.m. memorial service. 
There will be a social period following the 
service in the Pierce Room at the church. 
People are encouraged to attend all or any 
portion of the event. 
The AIDS Project is pleased to have the 
participation of Rev. Jim Young and the 
Chestnut St. Church. Other participants in 
the memorial service will include Alec Cairns, 
Chaplain at Maine Medical Center; Frances 
Peabody, grandmother of a man who had 
AIDS; Vincent Boutanger, a person with 
AIDS; and several others. 
For more information, call The AIDS 
Project at 774-6877. 
Notable Quotable 
Where do universal human rights begin? 
In small places, close to home - so small that 
they cannot be seen on any world map. Yet 
they are the world of the individual: the . 
neighborhood he lives in; the school or col-
lege he attends; the factory, farm or office 
where he works. Such are the places where 
every man, wo!!lan and child seeks equal 
justice, equal opportunity, equal dignity 
without discrimination. Unless these rights 
have meaning there, they have little meaning 
anywhere. Without concerted citizen action 
to uphold them close to home, we shall look 
in vain for progress in the larger world. 
Eleanor Roosevelt 
Did You See? 
Attention body builders! The Maine State 
Music Theatre (formerly Brunswick Music 
Theater) is looking for four body builders or 
athletes for its production of "Li'I Abner." 
They will appear in one scene in which four 
very "non-athletic", slender men, drink the 
famous "Yokumberry Tonic" and miracu-
lously emerge with the physiques of Greek 
gods. All four body builders will appear on 
stage costumed in boxer-style bathing suits. 
These are non-speaking parts. "Li 'I Abner'-' 
runs for sixteen perfom1ances June 28 through 
July 10. If interested contact the theater at 
725-8769. 
: 
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GWF, 36, professional, gentle, sensitive, 
looking for that special feminine lady to 
share my heart and my soul. Someone who 
has felt the unchosen pain yet still believes 
the magic can be found with romance, hon-
esty, communication, laughter, and gentle 
smiles. Please respond to advertiser #50, c/o 
Our Paper, P.O. Box 10744, Portland, ME. 
04104 
GWM, 27, looking for penpals who can tell 
me about gay life in Southern Maine. After a 
recent trip to Ogunquit and Portland, I am 
considering moving to Maine. I am 5' 1 O", 
160 lbs, Italian, "New Age respecting", good 
. humored and have many interests. Please 
respond to advertiser #51, c/o Our Paper, 
P.O. Box 10744, Portland, Me, 04104. 
Attractive GWM, 34, seeks dominant, uncut, 
hairy, GM, 30-40 for friendship. Write ad-
vertiser#52, c/o Our Paper, p.o. box 10744, 
Portland, Me. 04104. 
Roommate Wanted - GWF, non-smoker to 
share country-setting house located near 
Waterville. Mostly furnished, garden area, 
privacy, wood stove. Semi-efficiency with 
kitchen privileges. $300.00 a month plus half 
utilities. Writeadvertiser#53,c/o0urPaper, 
P.O. Box 10744, Portland, Me, 04104. 
Lesbian Support Group now forming for 
lesbians over 25, Portland area. Absolutely 
confidential, Write P.O. Box 7685, DTS, 
Portland, Me 04112 for info. 
Discover the Northern Coast! Women's 
rooming house offers charming space, kitchen 
use, back porch overlooking islands and small 
fishing village. Brochure. Sea Gnomes' 
Home, P.O. Box 33, Stonington, ME. 04681. 
Seasonal. 
GWF, 33, outdoors woman. Honesty impor-
tant and someone that will accept me and 
allow me that certain amount of freedom. If 
you love homecooked meals, biking, canoe-
ing, gardening, camping, 
hiking . . .Writeadvertiser#54,c/o0ur 
Paper, p.o. box 10744, Portland, ME. 04104. 
Dexter Tole House 
226 Sprin~ Sr., Dexter 
924-3603 Gifts 
Cruflh & l.t0 >ihotu, ilon.-..'iuc. (0..(, 
l'olc• ,'<. l)c•c·or111in· Puiruin,t Supplit, 
The rate for.classifieds is $4 for 
30 words, 1 oe for each additional 
word. For personals add $2 for 
handling. All ads must be prepaid. 
Mail ads to Our Paper, P.O. Box 
10744, Portland, ME 04104. We 
ask that you not use sexually 
explicit language in your per-
sonals. Responses to personals 
will not be opened by Our Paper 
and will be forwarded to you 
twice monthly. 
YOUR VERY AFFORDABLE MAINE GAY/LESBIAN 
INTRODUCTION AGENCY 
MAINELY 
FRIENDS 
P.O. BOX251 
AUGUSTA, ME 04330 
DISCRETION GUARANTEED 
CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION 
IN A PLAIN ENVELOPE 
.. 4n·.1i1/J'"(-X.fuct.ion service .for tJ1e {iiscer.11i.!11/1:11t1/e. 
BUDDIES 
The r-,.·01"111 r+i1ile t1Jten1L1t.Jve. 
"LIMITED OFFER* 
SIZZLING SUMMER SPECI.Al.~ ! 
... 
}IA.NE..~~~~~~~~~~~~~~·~~ "14CE.~~~~-
APPRE.5S..~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
PIONE.·~VR~,--~~~~~~-llrrac..~~~~~~~ 
CALL OR .1'11RITE TOPAY FOR /'/ORE l l&I.FtlR/'IATION. 
,t.,.'7-.1 "14mherst Stre.e(. SUite 2.15 
Nash~- Ne11-· l!BD1pshire O.'JtAS., 
(6l7.3) ,3lll7-76.~Z5 
•'if·; -,. , 0 "7·""1 1 ~ ~ 0 ( t..J // 0 ,·'L- , .. J ..... 10 
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Frida:r May 27 - Sat., May 29 
Symposium XV in Gorham 
Saturday, May 28 
Pride March in Portland 
Monday, May 30 
Mobilization Against AIDS vigil and memo-
rial gathering. Portland. 
Fri. June 3 - Sun. June 5 
"The Ant Show: An Entomological Musi-
cal" , Portland Performing Arts Center, 25A 
Forest Ave., Portland, 8 pm. Call 774-0465 
for tickets. 
Saturday, June 4 
Full Moon Gathering, Coventree, Troy. Pot-
luck begins at 6 pm, followed by an energy 
healing circle and fire circle. Woman only. 
Chemical free. Camping space available. For 
directions send sase to: Chris of Coventree, 
Troy, Me 04987. 
Monday, June 6 
Barb Wood's first city council meeting, 
Portland City Hall council chambers, 7:30. 
All welcome. 
Saturday, June 11 
Our Paper Bean Supper, Williston West 
Church, 32 Thomas St., Portland, 5:00 
Saturday June 11 - Sun. June 12 
AIDS Film Project, new films about AIDS 
including "The Inaugural Display of the 
Names Project Quilt", The Movies, IO Ex-
change St., Portland. 
Sunday, June 12 
WOMLAND (woman owning Maine land) 
Trust monthly meeting, potluck, and country 
living skills work session in Albion from"t-
4 pm. For directions send sase to 
WOMLAND: P.O. Box 55, Troy, Me 04987. 
Sunday, June 12 
Maine (iacs) lesbian and gay beach party on 
Long Island in Casco Bay. Call 883-6934.for 
details. 
Saturday, June 25 
New Hampshire' s first Gay Pride Day. Call 
383-9308 or 437-0844 for information. 
Sat. July 2 - Mon. July 4 
Hike, bike, and Bean Raid with Chiltern 
Mountain Club. Camden Hills sunset hike, 
biking in Bath area, late night trip to LL 
Bean's. Call for camping details early as 
deposit may be required. Michael, 883!6934. 
Planning an event? Let us know. We will list your meeting, lecture, 
concert, and any public event free of charge in our calendar. Just send 
the date, time, contact person, and other pertinent information to us by 
the second Tuesday of the month prior to the event. Write: Calendar, 
Our Paper, P.O. Box 10744, Portland, ME 04104. 
.... r __ ANNOUNCEMENTS _ _.1 
Then~ will be a Pride Bus to the Boston 
Lesbian and Gay Pride Parade on Saturday, 
June: 11. Ticket price includes breakfast.guide 
to tl1e day's events, ten hours in Boston, 
refn::shments on return. Leaves Portland at 
8:30 am, arrives back at 10:00 pm. Tickets 
are $20. Reservations by phone at 883-6934. 
Maine Women in the Trades. Interested in 
networking? Meet on Thursday, June 2 at 6 
pm. and Sunday, June 12 at I pm. at 110 
Exclhange St. Portland. Call 797-4801 for 
more info or directions. 
The Wallace Hamilton Memorial Play-
wrighting Contest seeks full-length scripts 
aboiut gay male relationships. Deadline 
August 15, 1988. Write Box 160, 106A 
Lexington Ave., NYC, NY 10016-8928. 
_There is a new AIDS Support Group in 
the Belfast area for people with AIDS and 
oth,ers personally affected by AIDS. Call 
Family Planning for information, 338-3736: 
A new support group for people who have 
tested positive to the HIV virus but are not 
symptomatic is now meeting weekly at The 
AIDS Project in Portland. The group is facili-
tated by Jacob Watson. For more informa-
tion on the group, call the AIDS Project at 
774-6877. 
• On Sunday July 3 New Hope for Women, 
Inc of Rockland will hold its Sixth Annual 
Antique and Craft Fair at the Samoset Resort 
from IO am. to 4 pm. Anyone interested in 
setting up a booth please call Darlene Plante 
at 594-2128. 
A Mount Holyoke College Lesbian Alumnae 
reunion will be held on Saturday, June 18 at 
8 pm in Cambridge, Mass. All lesbians with 
MHC connections and their friends are wel-
come. Call Donna at 617-868-0117 for direc-
tions and more information. 
24 HOUR INFORMATION ON EVENTS, GROUP 
MEETINGS, AND PERSONALS FOR GAY MEN 
AND LESBIANS IN SOUTHWESTERN MAINE. 
ALL LISTINGS ARE FREE. 
. ' , 
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"------~~~--LESBIGAYNETWORK--~~----------
The AIDS Project 
48 Deering St. 
Portland, Me. 04101 
.AIDS-Line 
775-1267 and 1-800-851-AIDS 
Mon. & Wed. 6-9 p.m, Sat. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
AIDS Action of Central Maine. 
P.O. Box 3113 
Lewiston, Me. 04240 
AIDS Hotline 782-6113 
Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight Coalition 
. (BAGLSC) 
c/o 87 Sunset Strip • 1 
Brwer, Me. 04412 
Bates Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance 
Box 569 
Bates College 
Lewiston, ME 04240 
Bowdoin Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance 
Bowdoin College 
Brunswick, Me. 04011 , , .. ; 
Chiltern Mountain Club 
P.O. Box 407 
Boston, Mass. 02117 
207-883-6934 
Colby College Bisexual, Lesbian 
and Gay Community 
cl o Student Activities Office 
Student Center, Colby College 
Waterville, ME 04901 
DEAN (Down East AIDS Network) 
P.O. Box 779 . 
Blue Hill, ME 04614 
DELGO 
Unitarian Church 
126 Union St. 
Bangor, Me. 04401 
Tel: 942-6503 
Dignity/Maine 
P.O. Box 8113 
Portland, Me. 04104 
> 
Feminist Spiritual Community 
9 Deering St. 
P.O. Box 3771 
Portland, Me. 04104 
773-2294 
Fredericton Lesbians and Gays 
Box 1556, Station A 
Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada 
Gay in the Merrimac Valley 
(617) 452-4686 (Dave) 
GLM (Gais et Lesbiennes de Moncton) 
C.P. 7102 
Riverview, N.B., Canada 
Gay/Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous 
c/o Flrst Parish Unitarian Church 
425 Congress St. 
Portland 04101 
Gay/Lesbian Alliance 
92 Bedford St. 
Portland 04102 
780-4085 
Gay /Lesbian Contra Dances 
69 Mountain View Ave. 
Bangor, ME 04401 
947-2329 
Gay/Lesbian Parents Support Group 
780-4085 or 772-4741 
Portland 
GMSA (Gay Men's Social Association) 
P.O. Box 294 
Conway, NH 03818-0294 
(603) 367-8304 (Alan or Paul) 
Greater Portland N.O.W. 
P.O. Box 4012 Station A 
Portland 04101 
Harbor Masters. Inc. 
P.O. Box 4044 
Portland, Me. 04101 
Lesbian/Gay Committee 
Me. Chapter Nat'I. As.we. of Social 
Workers · 
P.O. Box 5112, Station A 
~ortland, Me. 04101 
----· Maine Bisex~ People's Network 
P.O. Box 1792 
Portland, Me. 04104 
780-4085 (m'!58Kes)_ 
Maine Connection 
P.O. Box 5245, 
Station A , 
Portland, Me. 04102 
Maine Health Foundation, Inc. 
P.O. box 7329 DTS 
Portland 04112 
Maine Lesbian Feminists 
P.O. Box 125 
Belfast 04915 
Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance 
P.O. Box 108 
Yarmouth, ME. 04096 
Merrymeeting AIDS Support Services· 
P.O. Box 57 . 
Brunswick, ME 04011-0057 
833-5016 or 725-8541 
New Hampshire Cltl7.ens Alliance for Gay 
and Lesbian Rights 
P.O. Box 756 
Contoocook, N.H. 03329 
603:.228-9009 
Northern Lambda Nord 
P.O. Box 990 
Caribou, Me. 04736 
NLN gay Phoneline, 498-2088 
Our Paper 
P.O. Box 10744 
Portland,, Me. 04104 
OUTRIGHT . 
Portland Alliance of Gay and Lesbian Youth . 
P.O. Box 5028, Station A 
Portland, ME 04101 
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
Midcoast Chapter - Brunswick area 
725-4769, 623-2349, 729-0519 
Portland Area Men's Group (PGM) 
c/o P.O. Box 681 
Scarborough, Me. 0407'4 
Portland Pride 
P.O. Box 681 
Scarborough, Me. 04074. 
PW A Coalition . 
25 Parris Street 
Portland, ME 04101 
775-1259 
Seacoast Gay Men 
P.O. Box 1394 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 
Transupport. (TS/TV support group) 
P.O. Box 17622 
Portland, ME 04101 
USM Women's Forum 
University of Southern Maine 
92 Bedford St. 
Portland 04103 
Vermonters' for Lesbian and Gay Rights 
{VLGR) 
Box 281 
Hinesburg, VT O~l , 
Waldo County AIDS Education Committee 
P.O. Box 772 
Be~ast, ME 04915 
WJ!de-Steln Club 
Memorial Union 
University of Maine - Orono 
· Orono 04469 
Women's Community Project 
P.O. Box 3733 
Portland, Me. 04104 
a-;. _________________ IHEETINGS ____________________ ___. 
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-· 
SUNDAYS 
Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/S_traight 
Coalition (BAGLSC) meets the first Sun- . 
days and third Thursdays of every month· 
at87 Sunset Strip in Brewer at 7:00 p.m. 
Bates Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance -
for discussion, support and planning -
every Sunday, 8:30 p.m. in J:lirasawa 
Lounge, Chase Hall, Bates ·college, 
L~wiston. 
Dignity/Maine, every Sunday; doors open 
at 5:30 p.m., worship at 6 p.m., First 
'Parish Church, 425 Congress St., Portland 
(please use rear entrance) . 
Northern Lambda ·Nord - last Sunday 
of the·month - business meeting, 1 p.m. 
followed by potluck. 
Maine Lesbian/Gay · Political Alliance 
(MLGPA) - every third Sunday of the 
month. Meetings rotated throughout state. 
See Calc;:ndar listing for location and time. 
Gays in Sobriety. AA, 6:30-8 p.m. 
six;akers meeting, Williston West'Church. 
32 Thomas St. , Portland . 
Sunday Liturgy, every week, 11 a.m. , 
Holy Apostles American Orthodox 
Monastery , Rt. 194, South Whitefield, 
ME. Call 549-7325 for more information. 
MONDAYS 
PW A (Persons With AIDS) Coalition 
meetings. first and third Mondays at 25 
Parris St. , Portland, , l p.m. Open to 
anyone· with AIDS . ARd, or who has 
tested HIV positive . Call 775-1259. 
Feminist Spiritual Community - every 
Monday at 7 p.m. , Friends Meeting 
House, Forest Ave., Portland, 773-2294 
(come early) . 
Greater Bangor NOW, fourth Monday of 
every month, 7-9 p.m. Call 989-3306 for 
info. 
Seacoast Gay.Men - every Monday, 7-9 
p.m. (except first Monday and holidays). 
Unitarian-Universal Church, 292 State St. , 
Portsmouth , NH (side door near base-
ment) . Call Daryl (603) 335-4294. 
TUESDAYS 
Gays in Sobriety, AA, 6-7 p.m., begin-
ners meeting, First Parish UU Church, 425 
Congress St. , Portland 7:30-9 p.m. 
- Speaker/discussion meeting. 
Families of Gays Support Group, secondj 
Tuesday of each month, 7:30 p.m. For 
more information , call Ingraham 
Volunteers , 774-HELP. · 
Bowdoin College Gay-Lesbian-Straight 
Alliance , 7:30 p.m . ; Chase Barn 
Chamber. Bowdoin College, Brunswick. 
·~ 
-- --
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AUGUSTA 623-2349 
Free To Be Group of AA - meets 
Fridays at 7:30 p.m., Jewett Hall, UMA, 
room 114. 
Adult Cliildren of Alchoholics (ACOA) 
- open discussion with focus of gay /les-
bian issues, 7:30-9 p.m. YW,CA, 87 
Spring St., Portland. 
Gay/Lesbian Al-Anon - every Tuesday, 
7:30-8:30 p.m. , First Parish Unitarian-
Universalist Church, 425 Congress St., 
Portland. 
Greater Portland N.O.W. - fourth 
Tuesday of the month, YWCA, 87 Spring 
St., Portland, 7:30 p.m. 
Our Paper staff meeting - every Tues-
day, 7:30 p,m. 9 Deering St;·,-Portland. 
New members are welcome. 
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
- fourth Tuesday of the month, 7:30, First 
Parish Pilgrim House, cJ Cleaveland . St., 
Brunswick. Call 725-4769 for information. 
THURSDAYS 
· Colby College Bisexual, Lesbian and 
Gay Community , 
0
7:30 p.m. Mary Low 
Coffeehouse, Colby College, Waterville. · 
Gays in Sobriety , AA, 8-9 p.m. , big 
book/step meeting, Williston West 
Church. 32 Thomas St. , Portland . 
.... 
-· 
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23 WINTHROP 5TREE1 
HALLOWELL, MAINE 04347 
~ID)& ~ ~~ §rff. [)j)~ Jt.d. 
~ Seventh-day Adventist Kinship COUNSELING & PSYCHOLOGY International, Inc. 
P.O. Box 3840, Los Angeles, CA 90078-3840 
ER • Loss FEAR HEALTH DRUGS Phone (213) 876-2076 MONEY POWER SEX ALCOHOL 
Lesbian/Gay Alcoholics Anonymous -
every Thursday, discussion meeting at 8 
..P.-m. , Unitarian Church, Main Street, 
Bangor. . · 
VLGR (Vermonters for Lesbian and 
Gay Rights) meets first and third Thurs-
day of every month at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Peace and Justice Center, -186 College St., 
- Burlington, VT. 
\ . . 
Wilde-Stein Club - Thursday evemng 
6s9 p.m., Sutton Lounge, Memorial 
Union, UMO. 
FRIDAYS 
Alcoholics Anonymous meets every Fri-
day, 8-9:30 p.m. - Gays Together in· 
Sobriety (open discussion), Christ 
Episcopal Church, 80 Lafayette Rd., Port-
smouth, NH. 
OUTRIGHT - Portland Alliance of 
Lesbian and Gay Youth (22 years old and 
younger), 7:30 p.m., Preble Street Chapel, 
331 Cumberland Avenue, Portland. 
SATURDAYS 
Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight' 
Coalition (BAGLSC) dances meet the 
first and third Saturdays of each month 
from 8:00 to l :00 at the old Bangor Com-
munity College Student Union·. 
. .............. 
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CHILTERN 
MOLJ.NTAIN O....LS 
An outdoor . recreational ci~b sponsored by 
New England area lesbians and gay men. 
For furrher .. in~matidh pleue· write: 
P.O. 'aox 407- 0 . Boston, MA 02117 
l::: Hoc,~,c Cou•seu= •o• ••oMou,~ • S.M,m 
IC NIC N~ .. IC NM N ~ Call 617-282-6437 or 617-262-8772 
.. 
-
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-------------------ENTERTAINMENT _______________ ~ 
The Ants Come Marching 
One By One 
by Susan Reed 
The Portland area has an entertainment 
treat coming, on the weekend of June 3, 4 and 
5, in the form of Delux Productions' latest 
endeavor: "The Ant Show: An Entomologi-
cal Musical (and other stories)." 
Written in part by collaborators Maria 
Delux, Will Jackson and Miss Beth, the show 
features some original music by Charlie 
Brown, sets by Lizardo, choreography by 
many, including Stephanie Dykas, Meg Lord, 
Jolene McGowan, Frank Omar and--of 
course-the Swedish Ball Team. Lavish and 
inventive costuming is provided by Teresa 
Visinare, with help from Jill McGowan. 
Lighting is by Michael Bush, sound by Gary 
Massey. Choral directors are John Nutting 
and Nancy Hoffman. The show is directed by 
Miss Beth, assisted by Maria Delux. 
Weary of the backbreaking labor involved 
in creating a theatrical atmosphere in the 
clubs and dives they have played in the past, 
Delux Productions is taking a new tack in 
creating a club/dive atmosphere in a proper 
theater, the Portland Performing Arts Center, 
at 25A Forest Avenue, according to Director 
Miss Beth. 
_ The show features three narrative musi-
cal pieces: "Manhattan Tower," "Omar and 
His Many, Many Women," and the world 
premier of Delux's original "Ant Show." If 
the preview I got at last night's rehearsal is at 
all indicative of the finished product-as, 
surely, it must be-the show promises to be 
a multi-media howler. 
Delux aficionados will remember the 
theatrical narrative "Manhattan Tower". first 
performed by Delux at the prestigious Maine 
Festival of the Arts last summer. Written by 
Gordon Jenkins (a popular composerof what 
Miss Beth calls "dippy" songs of the 40s and 
50s, such as "So Long, It's Been Good To 
Know You"), "Manhattan Tower" is a gush-
. ing paean to postwar optimism, romantically 
touting the possibilities of urban opportunity 
t•nd growth. In short, "Manhattan Tower" is 
one of those outmoded, temporary pieces of 
popular material that Delux resurrects, only 
to stand on its head for a new look by contem-
porary audiences. 
Delux got hold of the script and immedi-
ately took some liberties with it. In fact, they 
added some Liberty to it, namely the Statue 
of-, giving her a monologue and a promi-
nent place in the skyline. They animated 
New York City by putting buildings on the 
people as well as people in the buildings, 
creating a sort of cubical chorus. 
Jenkins wrote the piece for voices and 
symphony. Charlie Brown, resident musical 
genius, put the entire symphonic score on 
computer, and plays along live on keyboards, 
tympani and orchestral chimes. Will Jackson 
plays the rather sappy narrator who relives 
his youthful memories of New York City 
with a superb blandness. The rest of the 
·company forms the chorus which sings the 
unnarrated parts. 
"Omar and His Many, Many Women" is 
a classic Cabaret Delux piece once again 
featuring Frank Omar as Omar Ricardo, 
emcee and genial host of this "I-Love-Lucy" -
like extravaganza. In this segment we will 
see Omar more "up close and persoryal" (as 
they say in the Olympics), than in any previ-
ous show. In fact, this part of the show takes 
place in Omar's living room. The band, his 
"house band", according to Miss Beth,_will 
be playing on the front porch while Omar 
holds forth, sharing much about himself and 
his many, many women. 
This segment of the show includes a 
flashy new samba number danced by the 
elegant team of Jolene McGowan ("The girl 
with the marinara hair") and Omar; Miss 
Beth's possessed, hot and earnest version of 
the Robert Palmer rock hit "Addicted to 
Love"; the extravagantly costumed Swedish 
Ball Team, inspiring us with their-what?-
grace-building rhythmic gymnastics or in-
terpretive calisthenics, set to music. Singer 
Lynette Breton knocks the socks off with her 
gutsy power, shocking us with her incredible 
range as she performs the Ima Sumac earth-
quake song, "Tumpa", more or less popular 
in the 50's. 
Then comes the "Ant Show". A number 
of descriptions are possible for this piece: a 
Delux promotional flyer describes it as "an 
Entomological Musical." In private conver-
sation with Miss Beth, the director and one of 
the stars, it was confided to me that it might 
alternately be described as a scholarly paper 
set to music, or a sort of National Geographic 
musical. Personally, I think of it more as an 
educational comic tragedy, with music. 
Whatever you call it, it's funny . 
"The Ant Show" takes place on that great 
frontier where science and art meet. It's the 
poignant, all-American story of two top sci-
entists meeting ants halfway. It details the 
scientists' efforts to understand the ants on 
the ants' own terms, and finally, the scien-
tists' heartwarmirig attempts at interspecific 
communication. Ample love interest is pro-
vided by the elucidation of the collective sex-
life of the colony. 
Cabaret stars Miss Beth and Will Jackson 
(as Taylor) shed the glitz and glitter of star-
dom to assume the pristine purity of the lab 
coats of science. Scientists Dr. Miss Beth and 
Taylor are supported in their efforts by the 
always-enthusiastic Swedish Ball Team, the 
bright talen_t and energy of dancers and co-
choreographers Jolene McGowan and Meg 
Lord in the "Passion Decoded" dance; the 
dead-pan, comic dance team of Maria Delux 
and Scott Lincoln Spear in the "Tragic Quick-
step"; singer Stefanie Gould 's heart-rending 
performance of "When Your Wings Fall 
Off'; and Lynette Breton's ambitious and 
furiously sung song and dance number 
"Queen for a Day." Stephanie Dykas sums it 
all up for us with her lyric dance, "The 
Emotional Space that Ants Inhabit." 
Most of the music in the piece is original, 
written by Charlie Brown, locally well-known 
as a member of the rock band The Jensons, 
and as leader of the Charlie Brown Orches-
tra. The music is performed by Brown on 
keylboards, Mike Whiskey on drums and Bob 
Yencha on guitar. 
What makes it all work, as they say in the 
arts? One factor is the sheer energy and 
enthusiasm the company brings to what it is 
doing. Quite obviously, the company takes 
great joy in entertaining us, and that pleasure 
communicates itself in a welcoming atmos-
phere for the audience and an inviting ar,d 
congenial comraderie onstage. 
Superficially, Delux seems to revel in 
celebrating American kitsch: whatever is 
· dated, passe, outmoded or out of style is 
fertile ground for the apparently warped minds 
at work at Del ux. At the heart of much of their 
humor seems to be the question: What would 
it look like, if this were taken literally and 
seriously? The ways they find to answer this 
question reflect back to us a picture of part 
(centainly not all) of the culture that forms 
our mots. Curiously, these roots seem more 
like the roots (showing) of someone with 
bleached hair-reality peeking out at us from 
behind illusion. 
And so, when we laugh with Delux-
when, among other things, we guffaw at the 
chaste, pan-hellenic sincerity and earnest-
ness of Miss Beth as she twirls her baton; 
when we gag at the gooey garrulousness of 
our host, Omar Ricardo; when our sides split 
over the consuming commitment to romantic 
love and its accompanying absurdities, evi-
denced in the work of Delux and Spear, or 
snort at the pep-squad enthusiasm of the 
Swedish Ball Team, we are laughing at our-
selves. Delux holds up a mirror to the way we 
are and were as a people, and invites ·us to 
take a look with new eyes, with eyes un-
clouded by self-importance. The results are 
hilarious! 
"The Ant Show" is an evening 's enter-
tainment offered by a company of consider-
able talent and remarkable commitment to 
the theater, to entertainment, and to us. As 
such, it deserves our support. The delightful 
show is well-worth the price of admission. 
Speaking of which, tickets are available in 
advance, beginning May 23, at the Portland 
Performing Arts Center box office for$ I 0.00 
(call 774-0465 for box office hours) or for 
$12.00 at the door on the night of attendance. 
Curtain time is 8 pm. 
Enjoy. 
Maria Delux and Omar Ricardo share a spe-
cial moment. 
